Homily Matthew 18:15-20
Combining last week’s Gospel and today’s, one word is clear: REBUKE!

| call “REBUKE” Gospels “bad hair day” Gospels. Jesus has a point to make, and He makes
it very directly. Today He delivers a massive rebuke, and it applies to the greatest sin of our
day: The loss of the sense of sin. Last week, we learned a lesson when Peter corrected
Jesus. This week, the message is directed at us. Jesus commands us to start correcting our
friends: “If your brother sins against you, go tell him his fault between you and him alone.”
That is a difficult directive, and no one really wants to do it. No one likes confrontation.
We’d rather overlook the issue, tolerate the wrong, or distance ourselves from the person. If
it upsets us enough, we may choose to show our dissatisfaction through body language or
distance ourselves from the person. We may attempt to express our displeasure through
email or a firmly written note. In addition, we may choose to spread the news to anyone
who will listen. Jesus goes on to say, “If he listens to you, you have won over your brother.”
That is the goal—to gain a brother or sister and not avenge a wrong. Thatis why itis done in
private. The goal is to decrease sin’s grip on the world and increase Christ’s—by one soul at
a time. Jesus identifies the need for a comprehensive overhaul of our attitude toward
sinners. Notice that none of the advice is directed at sinners. It is directed at us! Those who
associate with or are friends with sinners. Jesus does not say, “accuse him,” or “punish
him.” Jesus says, “Treat him as you would a Gentile or a Tax Collector.” Some might
immediately think Jesus is telling us to distance ourselves, write the person off, or hate
them, as was the practice of the time. Let’s think about that. How did Jesus treat Gentiles
or tax collectors? He loved them. Jesus has a history of eating meals with them. This
doesn’t mean Jesus was silent concerning sin. Where sin is involved, | think Jesus agrees
with the old adage, “Silence is consent.” He always spoke openly about the dangers of sin,
and He was compassionate and merciful about forgiveness. Ezekiel speaks strongly about
sin as well. He makes it clear in our first reading, “The wicked shall die for his guilt, but the
[Lord] will hold you responsible for his death.” Ezekiel tells us to do everything we can to
correct the situation, but if the sinner does not mend his ways, we are not responsible.

Think of what would change in the world if we followed Christ’s advice. Imagine a world
where more people stood up to bullies, steered people away from dead-end decisions, and
insisted on truth in charity instead of giving in to the popular movement of

relativism. Relativism in the church is the belief that no absolute, objective truths or
universal moral laws exist, meaning right, wrong, and religious truth depend entirely on
individual preference, culture, personal perspective, or faith tradition. As Catholic
Christians, our sacrament of reconciliation is questioned and challenged. The very
sacrament given to us by Jesus! Our devotion—not worship—to our Blessed Mother is



criticized and ridiculed. In some gatherings, we can’t even bring up her name for fear of
offending someone and sparking a debate about her role in salvation history. Make no
mistake, without Mary, there is no Jesus, and without Jesus there is no salvation. If you
don’t like what Jesus has to say in sacred Scripture, go find a softer translation or make up
your own. To deny absolute truth is to assert that divine revelation, Sacred Scripture, and
the teachings of Jesus Christ are not universally or objectively true for all people. Moral
Subjectivism claims that moral standards change based on the times, personal feelings, or
societal consensus rather than God’s unchanging law. Sound familiar? Just listen to any
news, or surf the Internet, and you will discover that this is the way of the world today. The
Catholic Church and traditional Protestant denominations strongly reject relativism,
viewing it as a major spiritual threat...destruction for the soul.

In our second reading, St. Paul says, “Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another.
Love does no evil to the neighbor.” Jesus adds a safeguard supported by love when He says,
“If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you.” Jesus gives the Church—His
Church--enormous authority. What does that mean? It means the Church has a duty to
recognize and act against sin in a community. In fact, for the Church, “Whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Jesus gave the Church the power to release people from sin and the power to
direct their path to full repentance.

Not everyone will welcome the advice, but we cannot become discouraged. We must focus
on what Jesus is calling us to do. We are meant to be the light that leads people out of
darkness...and now come the words of encouragement for us. At the end of the Gospel,
Jesus says, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there | am in the
midst of them. Jesus is present to us in many ways. He is present in His word, in His
Church, in prayer, where two or three are gathered in His name. He is present in the poor,
the sick, the homebound, and the imprisoned. He is in the sacraments of which He is the
author. He is present in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and in the person of the priest. He is
presentin those we have sinned against and in those whose sins we witnessed. He is there
in the confessional waiting to forgive our sins, and He is there in the priest serving as His
minister of mercy...But He is present most especially in the Eucharist. In the Eucharist,
Jesus is present body, blood, soul, and divinity—the whole Christ—where He wants to unite
with us so we can go out, as His light, and bring His mercy to the sinners He loves. In short,
and most importantly, the journey we are on is not our own. The journey we are on is of
God.



