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Together, we grow in faith,

become like Jesus, 
and share His joy with the world.

 

OUR HOPE:

 

 

 

 

 

GET IN TOUCH
231  Bedford Street
Johnstown, PA 15904 
814-266-9718
sbpastor@stbenedictchurch.org
www.stbenedictchurch.org

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - noon
Monday - Thursday 1:00 - 4:00 pm

St. Benedict ChurchSt. Benedict Church

Welcome!
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday  |  5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday  |  8:30 am & 10:30 am

Monday & Tuesday after Mass 
Saturday | 3:00pm

Confession

Monday & Friday | 8:00 am
Tuesday & Thursday | 12:05 pm
Wednesday | 9:00 am 

Weekday Masses

become sharegrow  

Before morning Mass Monday,
Wednesday & Friday
Following Mass Tuesday until 5:00

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament

OUR MOTTO: 
Ora et labora 

“Pray and work” 
 



Rev. David S. Peles, Pastor 
814.266.9718 x502
sbpastor@stbenedictchurch.org

Fr. Savarimuth Simon
814.650.9420

Deacon Michael Russo, Director of Foreign
Missions & Permanent Diaconate Program 
814.288.3036
dcnmlr@icloud.com

Sr. Delphine Apinjoh, SSA, Youth Ministry &
Elementary Religious Ed.
814.266.9718 x 302
srdelphine@stbenedictchurch.org
youthministry@stbenedictchurch.org

Sr. Cindy Burns, CCW, High School Religious Ed.,
Confirmation & OCIA 
814.266.9718 x 301
srcindy@stbenedictchurch.org

Jerry Foust, Business Manager
814.266.9718 x 503
gfoust@stbenedictchurch.org

Joseph Gaunt, Music & Liturgy 
814.241.1923
jmg.stb@gmail.com

Megan Gordon, School Principal
814.961.3622

Elisia Krotzer, Parish Secretary
814.266.9718 x 501
sbpastor@stbenedictchurch.org

Jeanine Lawn, Ministry Communications
Coordinator 
jlawn@dioceseaj.org

PARISH STAFF
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SUNDAY, SEPTMEBER 20 | KofC GOB SALE | FORTY HOURS
 8:30am              Mass
 9:00-10:15am   Elem. & HS Religious Ed.
 10:30am            Mass, followed by outdoor Eucharistic procession
 noon-7:00pm   Adoration
 7:00pm              Evening Prayer & Benediction
                             We welcome Deacon Wally Zapotoczny

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 |FORTY HOURS
 7:00-7:55am     Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
 8:00am              Mass followed by Confession
 noon-7:00pm   Adoration
 7:00pm              Evening Mass
                             We welcome Fr. Canice McMullen

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 |FORTY HOURS
 12:05pm            Mass followed by Confession
 1:00-7:00pm     Adoration
 7:00pm              Evening Prayer, Procession & Benediction
                             We welcome Fr. Canice McMullen
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
 8:00-8:45am     Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
 9:00am              Mass
 6:30pm              Choir Rehearsal | Kiniry Hall
 6:30pm              OCIA | JPII, Rm. 2
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
 10-11:30am      Adult Ed. | JPII, Rm. 2
 12:05pm            Mass

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
 7:00-7:55am     Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
 8:00am              Mass 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 | SOCK COLLECTION
 3:00pm              Confession
 5:00pm              Mass 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 | SOCK COLLECTION
 8:30am              Mass 
 9:00-10:15am   Elem. & HS. Religious Ed.
 10:30am            Mass 

UPCOMING WEEK

Welcome to St. Benedict Church! We are a vibrant faith
community living lives of joy in Jesus Christ. Whether you are a
registered parishioner, new to our community or just visiting,
we’re glad you’re here!

MARRIAGE: Couples planning to marry are asked
to make arrangements with the parish at least
nine months prior to their wedding date.
Diocesan Marriage Preparation Guidelines must
be followed, and the Catholic party or parties are
expected to be registered, active members in the
parish.

CARE OF THE SICK: Those confined to their
homes due to sickness or age may arrange to
receive Holy Communion by calling the Parish
Office. Our priests and deacon visit parishioners
once a week at Conemaugh Memorial Medical
Center or other hospitals as requested. 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION
BAPTISM: Parents are to be examples to their
children by being registered, active members of
the Parish. First-time parents are required to
attend a Baptismal Preparation Class. Please call
the Parish Office to make arrangements.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: New
members are always welcome!
If you are moving into, within
or out of the parish, please call
the Parish Office and let us
know. 

WELCOME

BULLETIN ARTICLES
We welcome content for our bulletin and kindly ask that you email
bulletins@stbenedictchurch.org by Thursday (9 days) the week
before publication. Holiday deadlines will be earlier. Please watch the
bulletin. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL
pastoralcouncil@stbenedictchurch.org
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WEEKLY READINGS
Sunday            

Monday 
 
Tuesday 
 
Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 
Friday 
 
Saturday 
 
Sunday 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Phil
1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a
Feast of Saint Matthew Eph 4:1-7, 11-
13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34,
35, 44; Lk 8:19-21
Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina
Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101,
104, 163; Lk 9:1-6
Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14,
17bc; Lk 9:7-9
Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4;
Lk 9:18-22
Eccl 11:9-12:8; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13,
14 and 17; Lk 9:43b-45
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Phil
2:1-11 or Phil 2:1-5; Mt 21:28-32
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Monday, September 21 
   8:00am
    

✞ Ron & Kathleen (Chris Glova)
✞ Pauline “Pinky” Leipchack (Sons, Adam & Blake)

Tuesday, September 22 
   12:05pm     Spiritual & Temporal Welfare Franie & Grace Lechak           

    & Team (Alpha)
✞ James Werner (Francis & Roberta Clark)

Wednesday, September 23 
   9:00am ✞ B-day 9/24 Ernest Kerekes (Bill & Helen Ladika)

✞ Anniv. Donald B. Irwin (Francis & Roberta Clark)

Thursday, September 24 
   12:05pm ✞ Nancy Russo (Dcn. Jack & Colette Orlandi)

✞ B-day Nick Pelesky (Lora Hankinson)

Friday, September  25 
   8:00am ✞ Anniv. Frank Klimeck (Klimeck Family) 

✞ Anniv. Mary Seitz (Nellie Skubak) 

Saturday, September 26 
   5:00pm ✞ Aunt Mary Marshall (Great Nieces & Nephews)

Sunday, September 27
   8:30am
10:30am ✞ Diane & Tom Kilcourse (Bill Wilson Family)

For our Parishioners

MASS INTENTIONS - THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 21

Together, Let Us Pray 

Our parish extends sympathy to the family of
Lindsay Penatzer who has entered eternal life.
May Lindsay rest in God’s peace and may the
comfort of the Lord be with her family.  

                                                               
May God’s healing hands rest on 
the homebound, elderly, sick and hospitalized members
of our parish family, especially Bill Roberts, Jake M., Sandy
Langerholc, Emily Galasso, Jenn S., Chris Glova, Michael
Krestar, Martin Gehman, Denise Sukenic, Eileen Jo, Sally
Hudak, Doug Bastaja, Tom Mihalic, Lynn Lubinsky, Bob
Lucas, Richard Wendell, Richard Yuhas, Mercedes Smith,
Sherry Helsel, Anne Paratore, Pat Sura, Mary Jane
Helman, Carol, Ken Stephens, Bill Eggert, Jackie Boito,
Richard Seigh, Donald Hadix, Joe, Lisa Barron, Charlene
Romani, John L., Jim J., Stuart, DeAnn Cardarella, Kathy
Valkovci, Valerie Plachy, Mike, Amanda Minor, Dave
Lubinsky, Bill Anderson, John & Mary Beth, Mike Bartis, Ed
Porada, Debbie Lehman, Eric Springer, Leah Kelley,
Grandma Maria, Linda Bettle, Austin Rodman, Debbie K.,
Jeremy and Kayla Minor, Vie Kelly, Katie Ahlers-Standley,
Jennifer Voelker, Nancy Bossert, Kristin Aiman, Michael
Frederick, Debbie K., Mark Trostle, Stacey Herdman, Linda
Hite, Florence Nagle, Elaine, Tim, Pat & Ron Patterson,
Vince & Bonnie Lloyd, Zane McIntosh, Dan Helsel, Kathy
Hennessey, Clyde Smith, Patricia, Jeff Smith, Sam Romano,
Joseph Petrosky, Jennifer Lee, Anita Smith, Jane Fuscaldo,
Eleanor Sichak, Mary Ann Knipple, Barbara Renninger,
Jenny, Ron Rhoads, Evelyn Yost, Kathleen Ahlers Standley,
Al Murin, Helene Barron, Caleb Moors, Wayne Berkey, Jill
Nicole, Mary Burns, Donald James, Pam Sologa, Mary
Giallonardo, Jennifer, Van, Mark, Jacqueline Gresik, Joe
Kubay, Bonnie Moors, Joe Thomas, Christopher Hicks,
Dominic Shank, Ron Slezak, Margaret & John, Jan W., Chris
Bunyan, Maria Selvam, Connie, Laurie Lucas, twin Polacek
Boys, Diana Quiggle, Ralph Blair, Baby Elizabeth Aniela,
Linda Hiteshew, Eric Spinger, Kevin & Jody Calverley,
Jennifer Lorre, Linda Edwards, Regis, Janet Custer, Arlene
Ryan, Nina Love, Kathy McVicker, Douglas Greig, Marilyn
Peles, Becky Petrosky, Frank Arcurio, Twin Girls: Lucia and
Palmer Santichen, Brittney Diveley, Sandy Kloo, Paul
Harnish, Sandy & John Hunsinger, Pat Mikulsky, Evelyn
Rick Novella, Noah Latronica, John Schultz, Robbie Wright,
Paul Yeager, Linda Urban, Judy Furfari, Chris Smith, Joyce
Stephens, Eric Tipton, Michelle Kuruzovich, Michelle
Smith, Margaret Richard, Joel Rivera, Robin Sorch, Mary
Ann Barnes, Dan Delp, Jimmy Brothers, Maurene Romano,
Jackson Kneib, Irene Zankey, Angie Naskali, Christopher
Norton, Penelope Sopich, Mark Williams, Bobby Cates,
Bryson Miller, Rosemary Stump, Margaret Riederer, Eileen
Leuser, Ruth Boes, Gary Singel, Brett Greenhill, Jeffrey
Hope, Joan Parks, Doris Pepple, Cindy Rummel, Ashley
Bassette, June Shaw, Barry Vill, Nina Roman, Lee
Herdman, Chris Howie, Doug Osborne, Basil Constantino,
Rudy Lapid, Darin Roles, Jim Stem, Donald Jacobs, Kathy
Kohan, Joe Walbeck, Harry Gorman, Jonathan W., Braden
Schofeld, David Dabbs, Danielle Sopich, Betty Horner, Gia
Bucci, Bob Bark, Derek Brozozowski, Antonia Ramirez,
Lance Hupkovich, Regina Hoover, John Orlosky, Rebecca
Boring, John Glenn, Nicole Mickolick, John William,
Douglas Shaffer, Jacqueline Beltz, their courageous
families who are caring for them, and all others in need.      

also, Lord, 
please watch over the men and women serving in our
armed forces, and also those civilians whose work puts
them in harm’s way, and for all those listed in our Book
of the Sick and on our parish website. 
 

A Prayerful Pause

When you pray, God listens.
When you listen, God speaks.
When you believe, God works.

When you pray, God listens.
When you listen, God speaks.
When you believe, God works.

Have you listened lately?

September 20, 2026



grow.
become.

share.
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 CHOIR REHERSALS are Wednesdays at 6:30 in Kiniry Hall.
New members are always welcome! 

SUPPORT OUR FOREIGN MISSION: An envelope to
support our Foreign Mission, included with the annual
giving envelopes, will be collected this weekend,
September 19 & 20. If you don’t have your envelope today,
you can drop it in the drop boxes at the rectory or bring it
to the the rectory office. You may also contribute through
ParishSoft. We thank you for your support. Additional
information regarding our Foreign Mission program can be
found on page 6. 

MEALS AVAILABLE: Helping Hands meals are
available for those who need assistance while
recovering from a surgery, welcoming a new baby,
or any situation where help is needed for a short
period of time. Please contact the rectory for more
information. 

Bulletin Advertisers—We are grateful for the support of
our advertisers, who help offset the cost of printing our
bulletin. Please thank them and consider supporting their
business. Be sure to mention you saw their ad in the St.
Benedict Church bulletin. For opportunities to advertise,
please call 800-997-4986. Our bulletin number is 3454. 

Thank you to our bulletin sponsor 

Saturday, September 26
5:00pm    Saharie & Avianna Brejwo-Robinson & 
                  Kaylee Paronish
 
Sunday, September 27
8:30am      Ben & Addie Jones
10:30am    Belle & Ben Krotzer & Khoi Nguyen

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

GOD’S GENEROSITY:  Notice any difference between the
attitude of Paul in the second reading and that of the
workers in Matthew's Gospel? The workers grumble
because the latecomers got the same pay as those who
worked all day. Paul has worked for the Lord for years, yet
he thinks it is better to keep working than to claim his
reward of eternal life.

The workers grumbled because the landowner gave the
same wages to the ones who only worked for an hour. (You
can imagine the picket signs: Vinedressers Local on Strike:
Management Unfair!) Matthew was referring to the Jews
who had served God for centuries and now see newcomer
Gentiles claiming equality in the church. They were
complaining about God’s generosity in reaching out to all
peoples, not just the chosen few. God’s generosity is the
real point. Contrast that with Paul, who loves the
Philippians so much that he is willing to put off his heavenly
reward if he can help any more people come to Christ. That
is the attitude that Jesus hopes for in all his disciples. We
can care more about bringing Jesus to others than we do
about our own comfort or even our lives. We can do this
because we know the Lord’s ways are not fair—they are
more generous than we can imagine!
                                                                               —Tom Schmidt

WEEKLY REFLECTION

WHEN LIFE SEEMS TO HAVE NO CLARITY: You don’t have
to get that exact clarity now, but you will surely know what
you love to do. It may be writing, speaking, sports
marketing, homesteading, teaching or anything that your
heart truly loves to do. Don’t care about the opinions of
others, don’t build great expectations, or just don’t force
yourself because someone says that it is your duty. Just find
what you truly love, now without worrying about the
decision, just take that small action towards it every single
day. The more stressful, we are waiting for the clarity of our
future, the more uncertain our future seems to become.
Just see what you can do now that makes you truly happy
and do it as a service to others.

FATHER SIMON SAYS, 

September 20, 2026

THANK YOU: I would like to thank all the wonderful ladies
from Helping Hands who provided delicious meals during
my recent illness. Your kindness and generosity is greatly
appreciated. God bless you all.--Sandy Langerholc

Capri Restaurant

HELP US SHAPE A NEW MINISTRY: Currently in the
planning stages, Vintage Souls Ministry is a new ministry
for adults who have been blessed to enter into the older
stage of life. Our mission is to empower and support one
another, as we give thanks to the Blessed Trinity for the
gifts of longevity, health, and happiness. Together, we will
celebrate life, faith, and community and feed our minds,
bodies and souls.
Help us shape this ministry! We are hosting two interest
meetings--Wednesday, September 30 at 2:00pm and
Wednesday, October 14 at 2:00pm in the John Paul II
building, room 2 to gauge interest, share ideas and discuss
future meeting topics.  We hope you will join us for one of
these gatherings, and we look forward to seeing you soon.
If you have any questions, please reach out to Pat
Vaneman at 814-242-7539.



STAY UP-TO-DATE
Text stbenedictpa to  84576
        or visit stbenedictpa.flocknote.com

 
BREAK OPEN THE WORD: will not be held on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, so that everyone has the
opportunity to attend Forty Hours. We will resume
next week.

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Sr. Cindy’s Thursday ADULT ED group will be held on
Thursday, Sept. 22 in Room 2 of the St. John Paul II
Building, from 10 - 11:30 a.m. Come and join us! If
you cannot attend in person, contact Sr. Cindy to
find out how to join via Microsoft Teams; you will
need to have an email address.

BIBLE STUDY: Deacon Michael offers Saturday
morning Bible Study via Zoom. See page 6 for
complete details.

OCIA: The Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is the
process used by the Catholic Church
to bring new members into the faith.
Those who would like to be baptized
in the Catholic Church, those who
are members of another Christian
religiondenomination and would like to become Catholic,

and Catholics who have not received the
sacraments are all welcome to participate. OCIA is
also open to any Catholics who would like to
renew and refresh their faith. Contact Sr. Cindy
(srcindy@stbenedictchurch.org or 814-266-9718,
Ext. 301) for more information.

Find us on FACEBOOK
        ST BENEDICT PARISH JOHNSTOWN PA
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FAMILIES WITH SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN— Stay up to date with
our Families in Faith PTO. Join our Flocknote Group: 

 stbenedictpa.flocknote.com/faithinfamilies2 

BONANZA WINNERS
Thank you to all who support our bonanza and
congratulations to this week’s winners! 

Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

242
650
128
936

Monday
Wednesday
Friday

598
322
141

ANNUAL NOVENA
ST. THERESE CHURCH in Johnstown is holding their
annual novena in honor of St. Therese of the Little
Flower beginning Wednesday, September 23.
Masses will be held at 9am and 7pm each weekday
through October 1. Saturday, September 26 Mass
times are 9am, 4pm and 7pm and Sunday,
September 27 Mass times are 7:30am and 10:30am
with Healing Masses at 2pm & 7pm. The closing of
the Novena is Thursday, October 1. All are
welcome!

September 20, 2026

FAMILIES IN FAITH PTO

HS Religious Ed has begun. Classes are from 9 -10:15 a.m. If
you did not register, please come! Please remember, all
9th, 10th and 11th graders who attend public school need
to attend High School Religious Ed, even if you were
confirmed already. For more information, contact Sr. Cindy
at srcindy@stbenedictchurch.org or (814)266-9718, Ext.
301.

HIGH SCHOOL RELIGIOUS ED

2026 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE: This year’s Catholic Ministries
Drive theme, Sent to Serve, reminds us that through our baptism,
each of us has been given gifts meant to be shared for the good of
others. The Catholic Ministries Drive supports nine diocesan
ministries, focusing on evangelization, care for those in need, and
the formation of our priests and deacons. Your generosity helps
make this important work possible.

Please prayerfully consider supporting the 2026 Catholic Ministry
Drive. You may return your donation through the mail, place it in
the offertory, or make your gift online. Our parish goal this year is
$81,200, and we have raised $52,751 so far. All contributions
received beyond our goal will stay at and benefit our parish. Thank
you for your continued generosity and support

“As each one has received a gift, use it to
serve one another as good steward of God’s

varied grace.” (1 Peter 4:10).

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE

SAVE THE DATE
YOUTH GROUP— Youth in grades 5-12, we invite you to join
us Sunday, October 4 at 6:00pm for food and fun, and at
7:00, we will listen to Fr. Ken talk about “What Did Jesus
Do?” at our parish mission. You won’t want to miss this! 



*We invite you to come and spend some
quiet time with our Lord at Eucharist
Adoration during Forty Hours. To ensure
the Blessed Sacrament is never left
alone, please use the sign-up sheets in
the vestibule, the sacristy or online. We
kindly ask you to visit for at least 30
minutes, and you may sign-up with
others for the same time. During
adoration, please sit in the front center
pews. Your presence and prayers are an
important part of this special time in our
Parish. 
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 FORTY HOURS DEVOTION - TODAY THROUGH TUESDAY

Tuesday, September 22
  12:05pm Mass followed by Confession
  1:00-7:00pm Adoration*
  7:00pm Evening Prayer, Procession 
  & Benediction   
  We welcome Fr. Canice McMullen 

Monday, September 21
  7:00-7:55am Adoration
  8:00am Mass followed by Confession
  noon-7:00pm Adoration*
  7:00pm Evening Mass
  We welcome Fr. Canice McMullen

Sunday, September 20
  10:30am Mass Sung by the choir followed 
  by outdoor Eucharistic Procession
  noon-7:00pm Adoration*
  7:00pm Evening Prayer and Benediction
  We welcome Dcn. Wally Zapotoczny

The Forty Hours Devotion is a special forty-hour period of continuous prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, a time when we
are invited to come together as a parish community and draw closer to our Lord. 

Over the next three days, we invite you to join us in prayer, reflection and adoration, as we deepen our appreciation of the
Eucharist in our lives and grow in faith, together. 

YOUR HELP IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED FOOD NEEDED: Each week at Alpha, the
Fishes and Loaves committee provides a
meal to our guests, and we could use a
little help with the cooking. If you’d like to
donate something to our menu, please
visit PerfectPotluck.com and use the
following to sign in: 

Coordinator: Alpha
 Password: Alpha2026

Simply choose the menu item(s) you’d like to contribute
and provide your contact information. Please drop off the
food, ready-to-serve, at the school gym by 5:30 on the day
you selected. We recommend using disposable containers
and trays, when able. We are also looking for volunteers to
help set-up and clean-up. If you have any questions, please
email stbenedictsfishesandloaves@gmail.com or call the
rectory office. Thank you! 

HELPING HANDS COAT DRIVE: Our Helping Hands
Organization is collecting new and gently worn coats, along
with new hats, scarves, gloves and mittens on October 10
& 11. Donations may be dropped off in the John Paul II
building. Thank you for helping warm the bodies and
hearts of those in need this winter. 

FIND YOUR PLACE AT ST. BENEDICT: With over 40
ministries, there are so many ways to grow in faith, share
your gifts, serve others, build friendships and become
more involved in our parish community. To learn more
about our ministries, visit stbenedictchurch.org and watch
the bulletin and our Facebook page for upcoming
opportunities and events. We look forward to welcoming
you and helping you find your place here at St. Benedict.  

September 20, 2026
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 STEPHEN MINISTERS CARE--GIFTED TO CARE:
Spiritual gifts are gifts to give away. God gives
them to us, and we use them to serve others.
How are you using your gifts right now? Are
you looking for a new way to use them? If your
piritual gifts include one or more of the
following— faith, mercy, teaching the faith,
encouragement, or knowing—consider
Stephen Ministry, our congregation’s one-to-
one caregiving ministry. This may be just what
you’ve been looking for! Contact Kathy
Knowlton 814-418-1606 to learn more about
this ministry.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES: “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light to
my path.” — Psalm 119:105 Join us as we continue our journey through
Sacred Scripture. Whether you have attended every session or are
joining us for the first time, all are welcome! Come deepen your faith
through prayer, discussion, and fellowship. Bible Study is through
ZOOM. Deacon Michael will need your email address to send you the
link and the weekly Bible Study Handouts. Everyone is Welcome!

The dates are September 26, October 3, 10, 31, November 14, and
December 5, 12. 

Coined by the 4th-century biblical scholar St. Jerome in his
Commentary on Isaiah, the phrase "ignorance of Scripture is ignorance
of Christ" means that you cannot truly know or understand Jesus
without engaging with the Bible, as the entirety of Scripture points to
His life, teachings, and redemptive mission. 
 
Contact Deacon Michael for more information: dcnmlr@icoud.com or
(814) 241-0576. 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 

OUR PARISH MISSION REACHES AROUND THE WORLD: Through St.
Benedict Church’s online prayer, worship, and spiritual resources, our
parish has been blessed to connect with Christians from many parts of
the world, including Africa, Pakistan, Uganda, Malawi, India, and
beyond. These connections have opened the door for our Foreign
Mission Projects, which help respond to requests for rosaries, Bibles,
prayer aids, children’s clothing, school supplies, food, and other forms
of support.

This ministry is a beautiful reminder that the Church is universal and
that our parish can help share Christ’s love far beyond our local
community. To learn more or to support these projects, please contact
Deacon Michael Russo at 814-288-3036 or dcnmlr@icloud.com. 

 

FOREIGN MISSIONS

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BE A DEACON? Do
you believe that God might be calling you to
discern the Ordained Ministry of Christ the
Servant, as a Permanent Deacon in the Diocese
of Altoona-Johnstown? If so, you and your wife
(if married) are invited to join Bishop Mark and
Deacon Michael Russo at the “Bishop’s Night of
Vocations” on Thursday, October 8th at 7 p.m.
at the US Hotel Tavern, Hollidaysburg.
Reservations for this event are required and
can be made by contacting Jessica at (814) 361-
2000. The deadline for reservations is Sept. 18.
For more information on the Permanent
Diaconate please visit us online at
www.dioceseaj.org/Diaconate/ or by
contacting Deacon Michael Russo, Director at
(814) 288-3036. All are welcome!

 

VOCATIONS

Meet Father Ken Geraci: Fr. Ken Geraci lived the life of the prodigal son
for most of his young adult life. Raised in a nominally Catholic family
that only lived the externals of the faith, he left the Catholic Church for
many years as a young man. During that time, he earned a business
degree and achieved business success but made little room for God.
God, however, did not give up on him. During this journey, Our Lord
presented him with challenges that forced him to question his personal
beliefs and to ask the question, "What is Truth?" Through a series of
conversions, years of struggle, study, and questioning, Fr. Ken found his
way from agnosticism to non-denominational Christianity, and
ultimately back to the Catholic Church. Fr. Ken joined the Fathers of
Mercy in 2006 and was ordained in 2012.
 
Fr. Ken joined the Fathers of Mercy in 2006 and was ordained in 2012.
For two years, he served as an associate pastor of a medium-sized
parish and currently serves as a Missionary, webmaster, and Mission
Director for the Fathers of Mercy. Fr. Ken understands the personal and
societal pressures individuals face and knows what it is like to “hate
coming to church.” His mission talks are for people of all levels of faith;
from those who are madly in love with Jesus to those who struggle with
church and religion.
Fr. Geraci is the author of two books, “Why Be Catholic,” published in 2021 by TAN Books, and “Spiritual Warfare & Divine
Mercy,” published in late 2023.
 
Father Ken will be facilitating our Parish Renewal Mission October 4-7. All are invited, with a special invitation to the
Youth of the Parish.
 
Watch Father Ken on EWTN’s Journey Home: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLe2RHPHEqk

s 
 

PARISH MISSION-OCT. 4-7
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