Homily July 4, 2026

This weekend, we celebrate our 250" anniversary as a free nation. George Washington
viewed the new American independence as an unprecedented, fragile

experiment. Because a flawed foundation would inevitably result in a failed superstructure,
he frequently emphasized that building a strong, united government was the only way to
secure the liberty that citizens had fought for. Throughout the founding period,
Washington's commentary on independence evolved from rallying his troops, to
establishing the nation's political identity. On the evening of July 4, 1776, in a directive to
his soldiers just days before the signing of the Declaration of Independence, Washington
called for ultimate resolve as he spoke to his troops. He told them: "The fate of unborn
millions will now depend, under God, on the courage and conduct of this army." Decades
later, as he faced the Civil War, one of Abraham Lincoln's most famous and poignant

reflections on prayeris:

"I have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming conviction that | had
nowhere else to go. My own wisdom and that of all about me seemed insufficient for the
day.

n

While Washington’s prayer came to help birth our nation, Lincoln’s prayer was to sustain it,
to keep it together.

The Founding Fathers were a mix of faith traditions and ages. Of the 56 signers of the
Declaration of Independence, 21 were 40 years old or younger. Thomas Jefferson was only
33, John Hancock was 39, and John Adams was 40. The common thread of all the signers
was their belief in a powerful, rational, and benevolent Creator God who was present and
active in human affairs. They believed that the main factor in serving God was living a good,
moral life, that promoting morality was the central value and purpose of religion, and that
religion was indispensable to society because it engendered morality. They believed that
virtually all religions fulfilled that purpose. We can debate forever how well they lived up to
these standards or how we live up to them today. To have that debate, we must look in the
mirror and ask ourselves where we are as a nation now and where we are going in the
future. What makes America unique is our freedom. In my opinion, at times, many of us
take that freedom for granted.

In my secular life, | traveled the world and met with officials from many countries. | have
negotiated with socialist and communist ideologies as well as many others. When
President Trump visited China, he stayed on the secretive compound of Chairman Mao. |
also stayed there on my business visits. As the everyday people ate boiled grass and twigs
to survive, | can assure you that the leader of the Communist Party did not suffer from



want. Not to give you a detailed history lesson, suffice it to say that Chairman Mao’s
Communist policies triggered one of the deadliest man-made famines in history, leading to
over 20 million deaths from mass starvation. My travels were extensive, and | visited many
beautiful countries. However, | never lost sight of the fact that our freedom in the United
States is unique and very special. Few people in the world, if any, experience what we
experience. All you have to do is listen to the interviews of the World Cup players to see
that there are definite differences between the United States of America and other
countries in the world. Foreign visitors are so excited to visit our beautiful country and see
the plenty we enjoy. Some are surprised at how friendly and welcoming we are. The United
States Customs office had to issue a warning to athletes and other guests against bringing
too much ranch dressing into their countries when they return home. Players were shocked
to see that they could buy a rotisserie chicken for $5.00. More important than the freedom
to buy ranch dressing and rotisserie chickens is our freedom to worship. Not only worship
in church, but also freedom to openly live our faith...but make no mistake, we must always
be vigilant to defend that freedom, which seems to always be under attack. Our freedoms,
our inalienable rights, are what make our country great, and there are too many to mention
in this homily. Always be aware that if you take away our freedom, we don’t have the United
States of America. Make no mistake, though, freedom is not the ability to do whatever we
want. Our nation was not founded on that principle. Our nation was founded on the
principle that our country would not get in the way of us becoming who we are called to be.
Let’s be clear. Freedom is the ability to do what we ought to do, to become the people God
has created us to be. That is why God sent His Son to us. If you were to speak with the

Founding Fathers and read their documents, you would realize that their understanding of
freedom was very simple: that nothing should impede us from becoming who God made us
to be. We turn to our leaders for strength and guidance. But where do, or better yet, where
should our leaders get their guidance? We need only turn to Sacred Scripture, to the
conversation between Pontius Pilate and Jesus. Pontius Pilate told Jesus, “Do you

not know that | have power to release you and | have power to crucify you?” Without
missing a beat, Jesus responded, “You would have no power over me if it had not

been given to you from above.” There you have it. We didn’t have to wait until 1776 to hear
about our God-given rights. Jesus made it clear that God was in charge, and through His
Passion and death on the cross, He was going to be stripped of His freedoms, so we may be
freed from sin.

The genius of the Founding Fathers is that they took a philosophical idea that had been
talked about and put itinto practice. This “experiment,” as it was called, recognized that
each human person is endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, primarily
the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We must step back and acknowledge



that we cannot have freedom in our country without God at its center. Without God at the
center, the rest of what makes our country great collapses.

We are constantly in a building project, building not just a nation, but a spiritual house. The
society we are building, or holding together, depending on your view, does not purely rest
on material foundations. If it did, it would be a house built on sand. This building project
calls for conversion, for personal transformation. St. Paul tells us we must “put on a new
man, which has been created according to God in justice and holiness, and truth.” During
this time of celebration, we need to pause. Take a moment of reflection and recollection.

As | said before, look over our history...where have we been and where are we going. Itis
time to appeal to the moral conscience of each of us. The prophet Ezekiel reminds us that
we are all sinners, and we must turn away from rebellion against God to find true peace. If
we are to grow into the persons God wants us to be, our building blocks must be

spiritual principles, as these principles rest only on faith in God. The Venerable Bishop
Fulton Sheen was speaking at a college about the subject of faith when a student
approached the microphone and sarcastically asked, “How did Jonah live for three days in
the belly of awhale?” Bishop Sheen said, “l don’t know. When | get to heaven, | will ask
him.” Seeking to challenge the Bishop’s faith in eternal life, the student yelled, “What if he is
not there?” Bishop Sheen’s answer was quick. He responded, “Then you can ask him!” The
Founding Fathers held highly diverse religious beliefs, but despite their differences, they
universally believed that faith in God and public morality were essential for a free republic.

Again, we need only turn to St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians for guidance. Paul wrote,

“whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever

is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things.” And we can reach back to 2Chronicles, “If my people will
humble themselves and pray...l will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will
heal their land.” That’s worth repeating: “If my people will humble themselves and pray...I
will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

By “truth,” St. Paul means positive thinking rooted in reality and honesty, rejecting
falsehoods and deception. For Paul, “honorable” thinking is worthy of respect and having a
high moral character. To be “just and pure” is to be fair in conduct and thought and
wholesome and free from malice. To be “lovely and gracious” is to have a good reputation
and speak well of others. Faith provides a deep sense of trust in God's overarching plan. It
reassures us that God is always watching over us, granting meaning to every human life and
helping us navigate suffering and make moral decisions.

Itis appropriate to close this homily with a special prayer today:



Dear Heavenly Father, we raise our voices in praise and thanksgiving for the freedoms and
blessings we enjoy in this country. As we celebrate our 250" anniversary as a nation, we
offer our deepest gratitude for those who have sacrificed so much to protect our liberties.
We pray for our nation—for our communities, our neighborhoods, and our leaders. Grant us
the wisdom to build bridges of understanding, the humility to listen to one another, and

the grace to pursue peace and justice for all people. Loving God, we give thanks for those
who imagined this vision, this experiment, and those who continue to strive for and pursue
a land of peace, liberty, and equity for all. O God our Creator... we ask you to bless us in our
vigilance for the gift of religious liberty... with your grace, this great land will always be “one
nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” And the children of God all
said, “AMEN”




