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The famous Sherlock Holmes and his equally famous partner, Dr. Watson, decided to take a
break from their hectic schedule and go on a camping trip. At the campsite, they prepared a
wonderful dinner, polished off a few bottles of wine, and settled in for a good night’s sleep.
Some hours later, Sherlock Holmes awoke and nudged his faithful friend. “Watson, look up.
What do you see?” Dr. Watson looked up and said, “I see a beautiful night sky and millions of
stars. I see a bright moon. I can even see the Big Dipper.” Sherlock asked, “What does that tell
you? Watson thought for a moment and replied, “Astronomically, it tells me there are millions of
galaxies and potentially billions of planets. Astrologically, I see that Saturn is in Leo and it is
about a quarter past three. Theologically, I can see that God is all-powerful and that we are small
and insignificant. Meteorologically, I can tell that we will have good weather tomorrow. Why,
what does it tell you? Holmes answered, “Watson, you idiot!!! Someone has stolen our tent!”

The moral of the story: Sometimes we are blind to what is going on right in our midst and that is
what is happening in the Gospel of John today.

St. John’s Gospel presents a sad account of a wonderful event. A healing miracle is not
recognized. Instead of rejoicing over the miraculous cure of a man born blind, the religious
leaders are filled with hostility and the stubborn refusal to accept that good has been done. Their
attitude is all the more sad because the evidence is so clear. They are blind to God working in
their midst. They are blind to the growth of faith and turn the event into something ugly to suit
their own purposes. The prophet Isaiah had declared that the curing of the blind was a sign of the
Messiah, but for some reason, the Pharisees, who were well versed in Scripture, were blind to the
message of the Prophet.

The desire of Jesus is that the blind man sees. With spit and mud and a wash in a pool, the man’s
sight is birthed but his healing is not complete. Jesus wants him to have insight, not just sight. He
must come to know who Jesus is. The man will become a witness for God and learn to give glory
for his sight. By the end of the story, the man truly sees...but it took time. When asked who
healed his blindness, the man initially says, “The man called Jesus.” When asked again, he
defends Jesus as a man from God; he calls Him a Prophet. The spark of faith is growing in him.
When Jesus seeks him out and identifies Himself, the spark of faith bursts into flame as the man
calls Him “Lord” and worships Him!

Ray Charles, Stevie Wonder, and Helen Keller are among the famous people that we know who
lived well in spite of their blindness. All we know is that blindness is difficult to cure and its
causes are difficult to diagnose. Helen Keller once said, “I may have lost my sight, but I never
lost my vision.”
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A father brushes his young daughter away when all she wants to do is show him her homework.
“Can’t you see I am watching the Super Bowl!?”” Another father is so overwhelmed by his love
for his daughter, he writes the song, “Isn’t She Lovely,” in her honor. His name is Stevie
Wonder. Which man is blind? Which man truly sees?

A man ignores his wife’s plea for attention. She wants to know if he still thinks she is attractive.
She wants him to listen to her hopes and her hurts. He just wants to know if she washed his
bowling shirt. Another husband is so in love with his wife that he composes a love song for her:
“You are so beautiful to me. You are everything I hoped for. You are everything I need. You are
so beautiful to me.” His name is Ray Charles.

Which man truly sees his wife? Which man is blind?

This is the hardest blindness to heal...the man or woman who is blind by choice. Why would
people choose that? I think it is because it is easy to get used to the darkness just as you can get
used to the light. It is easier to shut out people and events around us than to actively participate.
It is easier to remain in our comfort zone rather than invite someone in.

The disciples thought the man was blind because he sinned or his parents sinned. But Jesus
corrected the blind belief of the disciples. Like the disciples, all of us have blind spots of one
kind or another. Some of them are harmless, but some need serious attention.

Do you know what a blind spot is? If you are driving a car and relying on the rear view mirror to
check the lanes, there are some spots that you will not be able to see. The back left corner and the
back right corner are called blind spots. You can turn your head to check those spots but then
you will not be able to see what is happening in front of you.

When we have spiritual blind spots, like the Pharisees in today’s Gospel, we cannot see what
God is doing. God has just performed a miracle through His only Son and these religious leaders
could not see it. When you’ve got a spiritual blind spot, God can be doing something fantastic
right in your midst and you still will not see it.

By the end of the story, the Pharisees are insulting the man; shutting their ears to his testimony
and throwing him out of their presence. They are clinging to their spiritual blindness with their
eyes tightly shut.

Our blind spots can take on many forms such as prejudice, self-focus, and narrow-mindedness.
Our blind spots can have something to do with injured pride that leads to unwillingness to
forgive...hard-heartedness, a desire to be in control, a lack of faith, or a limit to our love. Our
blind spot can have something to do with fear. If we attempt to be just, to be fair to the poor, or
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to stay away from gossip, or to strive to help others, inevitably someone else will be annoyed and
be against us. We fear the discomfort of being rejected. Some Pharisees said to Jesus, “Surely,
we are not blind, are we?”” Are we?

This blindness can influence how we work, how we play, how we communicate, how we
worship, how we love.

Blind spots are usually created around our fears and insecurities. If there is something that we
need to protect from outsiders, then we conveniently fail to see the reality that threatens us. A
blind spot is when we think that those who are different from us are a threat to us and so we
develop a distance from them. We come to fear what they will do to us, how they will affect our
lives. It is easy to see that our blind spots are not rational. Since blind spots come from fear you
cannot argue a person out of their blindness. They are emotionally unable to listen to you. Only
conversion works to help people see. But to be converted we must be open to receiving new
sight. To be converted we must embrace the gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit. We must use
these gifts every day, every moment: the gifts of faith, compassion, and mercy; gifts of
forgiveness, proclaiming the Gospel, spreading the love God so desperately wants us to spread.

Most of us have blind spots, presumptions, ideas and perceptions that we don’t even think about
changing. These blind spots are major roadblocks on our spiritual journey. You have heard the
old expression, “Seeing is believing.” But in the walk of faith, in the realm of the spiritual life,
“Believing is seeing.”

Blind spots can cause untold harm to ourselves and others. Even a quick reading of today’s
Gospel shows us in a graphic way how blind the Pharisees were to Jesus and His work. These
religious leaders were leading people into the darkness, not into the light. Their interior lives had
become hardened, like a rock. They had become so smug and sure of themselves that they were
not able to recognize goodness itself as it was shown to them in the person of Jesus. They were
as blind as any person could be. The Pharisees were the only blind people Jesus could not cure.
They believed they had eyes full of light, full of the Law. The problem was that their eyes were
so full of their own reflection of holiness; there was no room for anything or anyone else.

We are presented with this Scripture today so that we might be inspired to take a closer look at
those areas of our lives that we have blocked off from God and from others...even from
ourselves. Those inner blind spots that must be brought into the light of the love of God.
Surprising healing can happen when a person is in close touch with Jesus. The Pharisees are born
with sight, but move to spiritual blindness. The text invites us to ask, “Who is really blind?”

Jesus healed a man born blind and the religious leaders spend time finding a way to get rid of
Him. If you do the right thing, some people might turn against you like they did against Jesus.
Do the right thing anyway!
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Blessed Mother Theresa was well aware of the damage caused by blind spots. Her entire life was
spent caring for those others chose not to see. She gave us some wonderful advice for curing
spiritual blindness, wonderful reflections for rejecting the lure of allowing the actions of others
to cause us to lose our ability to see beyond the frustrations of day-to-day life:

Blessed Mother Theresa tells us...

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self centered: Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish-ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies: Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and sincere, people may deceive you. Be honest and sincere anyway.

What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy anyway.

The good you do today will often be forgotten. Do good anyway.

Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give your best anyway.

People and situations may challenge you to negatively rethink how you will use your time, talents, and
treasure. Continue to be generous with all three anyway.

She tells us, in the final analysis, it is between you and God. It is between you and God...It was never
between you and them anyway.




