1Peter 2:4-10

Today’s first reading highlights the early Church’s structural response to rapid growth
through the establishment of the diaconate to ensure fair service to the

community. Catholic tradition views our first reading as the foundation for diaconal service,
which is not merely administrative but rooted in the sacramental life and the preaching of
the Gospel. Although the word “Deacon” is not used, the situation called for “diakonia,”
which means “service.” The phrase “waiting on tables” is also used. This doesn’t mean you
will find me or any other deacon working in local restaurants (unless that is our secular
profession). This is a call to service: identifying needs within the church community and
addressing them, ensuring that both the material and spiritual needs of the faithful are
met. The Catholic Church views the deacon as a sacramental sign and ordained minister
configured to "Christ the Servant," rather than just an assistant to the priest. By the laying
on of hands, the Deacon receives the Sacrament of Holy Orders and becomes a member of
the clergy as he serves in the footsteps of Jesus. He is ordained to serve in liturgy, word,
and charity. The deacon acts as a "herald of the Gospel" and an emissary of Christ’s love to
the world. Deacons serve in the person of Christ the Servant, not Christ the Head (which is
the role of bishops and priests). Their vocation encompasses the ministry of the liturgy
(assisting at Mass and other ministerial responsibilities), preaching and teaching the word,
and serving the poor, the sick, and the marginalized through acts of charity.

Through ordination, a deacon receives an indelible spiritual character that marks him
permanently as a servant. Deacons bring the needs of the world to the altar and take
Christ's charity out into the world. Just as you would address the priest as “Father,” the
deacon is appropriately and respectfully addressed as “Deacon.”

Peter’s First Letter begins with an address to Christian communities located in the five
provinces of Asia Minor. Asia Minor is modern-day Turkey. According to Peter, we Christians
are to allow ourselves to be used in a building project. Peter calls us to “Come and let
ourselves be built into a spiritual house.” He calls us “living stones” that God wants to use
for a very special project. God wants us to be built into a spiritual house. This letter
particularly speaks to me because part of my diaconal ministry focuses on spiritual
programs that keep us on track with Christ’s great commission to make disciples of all
nations, baptizing and teaching them to observe all that Jesus has commanded us to do, in
the way He lived and what He taught. That is the vocation of every Deacon.

Usually, when we think of something being built, we think of workers constructing
something. We have a fair number of construction projects underway right here on our
church campus, so the visual should be easy to understand. We see in Peter’s letter that



God is a builder. He is a very unique contractor, specializing in building the Church, the
Body of Christ. This spiritual house is made up of you and me. God has chosen each one of
us, just as we are, with all our talents and all of our imperfections, to be a special group of
people brought together for a purpose. He gave us the purpose at the Transfiguration when
He said, “This is my Son, Listen to Him.”

God brings us together and gives us a common identity as He shapes us into the Body of
Christ, a community, a group of people who have a God-given love for one another. We are
a special kind of family. We are not just a family of believers. We are a family that embraces
the teachings of God’s Son, Jesus, and protects them from misinterpretation. God takes us
as “living stones” and, like a master brick-layer, is placing us one upon another, binding us
together with prayer into a special kind of building. God’s building doesn’t involve wood,
plaster, metal, or stone. God works with flesh and blood and the wonderful gift of life...our
lives. This house is spiritual because God has placed His Holy Spirit in each of us. This
building has a unique cornerstone—Jesus Christ.

Peter’s calling the Christians a “Holy Priesthood” should not be confused with ordained
ministry. All people who are built on the cornerstone of Jesus are members of the “holy
priesthood.” This means that each of us who professes Jesus as Lord is a member of His
holy priesthood and is called to actively share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others in
caring, loving, and serving ways. As Catholic Christians, it is important to dive deep into the
Catholic interpretation of Sacred Scripture because not all faith traditions interpret the
Word of God in the words of man in the same way. In other words, we all have work to do;
we each have a responsibility to fulfill; every one of us has a special place in God’s spiritual
building.

In Peter’s letter, God gives us other names such as “chosen race,” “holy nation," and “God’s
own people.” How do they sound to you? An even better question is, “How do they fit?”
These names have implications for us. They identify us as a new people who have new
things to do! No longer are we people in darkness because we have been moved into God’s
wonderful light. Where hurt, bitterness, brokenness, desperation, and lack of purpose
would destroy and tear down, God’s light brings peace, wholeness, love, and hope...and He
calls on us to share these gifts wherever we can. This is a privilege in which we all share. We
each have a part to play, and the training for those parts begins at home. Teaching the faith
at home involves creating a nurturing environment through daily prayer, reading scripture,
and modeling a personal relationship with God. Engage the family in devotions. Pray grace
at meals. Use age-appropriate story-book Bibles, celebrate religious holidays and feast
days, and talk about how these devotions and special days apply to our daily lives. The goal
is to build a foundation of love and trust. Long before CCD, Sunday school, and other



Church programs, God provided simple guidelines to help parents raise their children in the
faith. This model has worked for centuries—even millennia—as Old Testament believers
passed on their faith to their children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, down
through the ages and into today. We call that “Oral Tradition.” Well, in our world today, it
appears that Oral Tradition is in our rear-view mirror as we attempt to pass this
responsibility to others in the church. Let’s not forget that we are called not to just be
stones in Christ’s spiritual church. We are called to be living stones. How do we do that?
Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel. “He says, | am the way, the truth, and the life. Whoever
believes in me will do the works that | do.” We have a responsibility to seek out the
ministries needed in the church, embrace them, and bring them to life. In our parish, we
follow the Benedictine motto, “Ora et Labora...” pray and work. Spirituality in the Catholic
Church is the vital, lived experience of faith that transforms us into union with God through
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. It moves beyond ritual, focusing on the ongoing
transformation of the soul, balancing interior prayer with active service (and fostering a
personal, daily relationship with God. Spirituality is the daily, active process of living out
faith, reminding Catholics that spiritual growth happens in everyday life, not just special
moments. It is a process of purifying the heart and transforming oneself to conform to the
image of Christ, which involves both personal prayer and adherence to moral, Catholic
life. True Catholic spirituality is not just individualistic; it is rooted in the parish community
and the sacraments, particularly through the Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours, and personal
prayer. This is the formula for forming the spiritual stones, and embracing our calling is the
energy that brings and keeps them alive.



