Homily The Baptism of the Lord 2026

If you receive an email from me, below my signature, you will see a
verse from the Letter to the Hebrews. It is from chapter 3, verse 13, and
it says, "Encourage yourselves daily while it is still today.” I added that
verse because this is something we fail to do. We don’t take the few
seconds to thank someone for a job well done. This is a universal
problem. When we do thank someone, many times, the response is, “No
problem” instead of “You are welcome.” I think we need to return to a
simpler, more respectful time and consider how we speak. All of us can
recall a moment in our youth when we felt so proud, so special, so loved.
A father, or a mother, relative, or friend, said or did something to
encourage us, to praise us, and that particular memory continues to
nourish or strengthen us today. Even small gestures, a few words of
appreciation and love, can travel down the decades to encourage,
support, and lift us up. I am highlighting this in today’s homily because
those words and gestures echo the Father’s words at the baptism of
Jesus. As Jesus stands in the Jordan River, God the Father says, “This is
My Beloved Son, of whom I am well pleased.” God the Father
recognizes, for everyone, the work His Son has already accomplished
and praises Him as He sends Jesus out to begin His new ministry...the
master plan...our salvation. These words also remind us that, like Jesus,
we are also beloved of the Father. We need that nourishment and

strength because, like Jesus, we are called to serve rather than be served.
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We are anointed to be peacemakers and to bring new meaning to life.
Today’s feast is not an invitation to be overwhelmed by the immensity
of the work at hand. It is an invitation to do a little at a time. St. Teresa
of Calcutta tells us, "Not all of us can do great things, but we can do
small things with great love". We can speak the words of compassion.
We can make gestures of kindness. We can refuse to participate in the
darkness of oppression, violence, injustice, or the current popular

practice of character assassination.

Another interesting element in this Gospel is that Jesus, the sinless Son
of God, gets baptized. Even John the Baptist was surprised at Christ’s
request for baptism, and rightly so. In the sacrament of Baptism, we are
moved by the Spirit to answer our Lord’s call to holiness and are asked
to walk by His light and wisdom. The Catechism tells us, “Through
Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we
become members of Christ and are incorporated into the Church and
made sharers in her mission.” Jesus IS Light and Wisdom, Jesus IS the
Church, and has no need to be freed from sin. So why does He get
baptized? The simple answer is that He underwent Baptism to set an
example for us. Since He was totally faithful to the will of His Father
and free from sin, He purified the water rather than the water purifying
Him. Baptism was an act of solidarity with human beings so as to
reconcile us...to put us in right relationship to the Father. Later, He

instituted the Sacrament of Baptism by telling His disciples to baptize all
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nations so that people would die to sin and begin a new life as a
Christian. Baptism invites us to submit our hearts and wills to Christ,
setting out on a journey of deepening love and faithfulness. That opens
the conversation to vocation. God’s Divine Call to do His will. We have
been hearing the word “Vocation” frequently since last year. Some may
be tired of hearing it and think we are “beating a dead horse.” We are

beating a horse, but it is far from dead!

Scripture offers many accounts of divine calls. The great prophets Isaiah
and Jeremiah were called by God. Another great prophet, Samuel, was
called by God when he was just a little boy. The Blessed Virgin Mary
received a special call delivered by the angel Gabriel. She said yes and
became the mother of Jesus. Just as we all have a birthday, we have a
special reason for being here on this earth. Having a special purpose in
life...a calling...a vocation, is a gift from God that comes with our birth
and baptism. It’s a privilege, and it is well worth our time and effort to
discover and prepare for our vocation in life. Jesus was often called
Rabbi or Teacher. In those days, only very intelligent and gifted men
could become Rabbis, and when a rabbi said to a young person, “Follow
me,” it was a great honor. The young person was being called to

something of great importance. The same is true today.

We are called to proclaim the Good News to others. Some people are
called to dedicate their whole lives to sharing the Good News with

others and to guiding the people of God by entering the priesthood and
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serving God every single day in working for God’s kingdom. For the
past thirty-plus years, we have been praying unceasingly for an increase
of vocations to the priesthood. We pray for vocations to the priesthood,
but are we clear about what the priestly calling is? Men who are called
to this vocation fulfill a high purpose. Therein lies the confusion, so I
would like to put a little meat on that word, “Vocation.” The priest has
human nature like ours. He has a family, possibly siblings, and he does
regular work. We see pictures of priests baking cookies, carving
pumpkins, and baking grandma’s favorite recipes. That is one element of
the call, but a vocation to the priesthood is a specific divine call from
Jesus Christ for a man to dedicate his life to serving God and God’s
Church. The priest serves as a chosen instrument to bring Christ’s love
and salvation to the world through prayer, teaching, and the sacraments,
thereby becoming a spiritual father to the faithful. It is not a career. It is
not just a function. It is a self-gift, marked by a desire for holiness. It is a
specific divine call from God to a particular way of life, a lifelong
commitment, not a temporary period of service. Too many times, some
people focus on the negative, what the priest will be giving up, what he
won’t be able to do. We need to look beyond that shortsighted thinking.
A priest brings people to Jesus and Jesus to people. For this reason, a
man who wants to be a priest must have a deep concern for the people of
God. He must have a desire to help people grow in holiness. He desires

to teach the truths of the Catholic faith and minister to the people of God
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amid life's trials. The vocation of the priesthood is about leading others
to heaven, about being a spiritual shepherd. The priesthood is not just
the “smells and bells” as some people call it. It is not just about the

vestments and the visual trappings.

Choosing the priesthood, if it’s what God has called you to, will not
restrict freedom but rather increase it abundantly. The priest plays a
huge part in breaking down barriers, going to the margins, and

being present in the daily experience of God’s people, young and old
alike. He carries the very presence of the Lord! If you are feeling that
“tug on the heart,” or you know someone who is discerning the call, pray
and encourage others to pray the Lord’s prayer. Focus on the words,

“Thy will be done,” then surrender, and commit yourself to God’s will.
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