Matthew 3:1-12 December 7, 2025

I recently found this quote in a book I was reading: "Where there is no faith in the future, there is
no power in the present." Isn't that like our society today? It is materially wealthy, but spiritually,
it is pretty beat-up. Popular culture is full of trends, making it more self-indulgent, more
superficial, and more decadent. Morality and common sense are falling apart. This shows that
our culture lacks hope; many people have nothing to live for except pleasant distractions...but
that is not true for Christians. God’s faithfulness is the rock-solid foundation of one of

Christianity’s most important virtues...the virtue of hope.

There are two ways that we can live out our Catholic faith. We can live it passively, or we can
live it personally. When we live our faith passively, we are like the Pharisees and Sadducees who
came to the Jordan River, not to be baptized, but to spy, to find out what he was doing, to find a
violation in the law. They were the religious and social leaders in Israel. You could call them the
“spiritual elite.” They were the most visible and active members of the synagogue. They

knew what to do when they went to services; they knew all the prayers, all the chants. On the
surface, they appeared to be models of religion. They placed their confidence in being "children
of Abraham." In other words, culturally speaking, they were good Jews. They came from
Jewish families and followed Jewish customs. But John the Baptist sized them up quickly. He
didn’t address them as the religious elite. He calls them “vipers.” He warns them that

being cultural Jews wasn't enough. He tells them as only he could, that "God can raise up
children of Abraham from these stones. John could see that "Their religion was on the surface: it
didn't touch their hearts.” We are constantly tempted to make the same mistake. Little by little,
we can become too self-satisfied just because we come to Mass, receive the sacraments, go to
Catholic schools...We can become complacent because we look like model Catholics on

the outside, cultural Catholics. But our faith is about much more than that. To be Catholic is to
be Christian. To be Christian is to be an active, dedicated, energetic follower of Jesus Christ. To
be a Christian is to have a personal friendship with Him, to know Him deeply, and to love Him
passionately by striving to build up His Kingdom. When we live our faith passively, we are

like artificial plants: we look nice, but we bear no fruit. Today, Christ is reminding us to live our

faith more personally, so that our lives can be branches of the true vine, "producing good fruit."
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Pope Francis called on us to embrace the mission of the Church through the vision of: journey,

build, and profess. He reminded us that, “The Church’s closeness to Jesus is part of a common

journey; ‘communion and mission are profoundly interconnected.’”

We build by evangelizing. In his exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (the Joy of the Gospel), the
Holy Father stressed that “An evangelizing community gets involved by word and deed in
people’s daily lives; it bridges distances, it is willing to adjust itself if necessary, and it embraces

human life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others.”

He went on to say, “We profess our faith by spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Joy of the
Gospel is for all people: no one can be excluded.” How do we do this? We spread the Gospel
through our words and songs, but most importantly, through our actions. We should always be
open to learning. Learning how to care for the suffering, learning how to comfort the broken-
hearted, learning how to be the presence of God to those who have lost their way. To respond to
Christ’s call, we have to cultivate an attitude of compassion and embrace a process of awareness
as we discover our abundant gifts of faith...our gifts of the Holy Spirit. His vision embraces the

theme of journey, build, and profess. He calls us to missionary conversion, encouraging each and

every one of us to maximize our resources, embrace our spiritual gifts, and become “living

stones.”

In his first letter to the Christian communities, St. Peter calls us to be like living stones. He calls
us to let ourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. According to Peter’s letter, we are to allow
ourselves to be used in a building project. God wants to construct a house, and He wants to use

us as “living stones” with which to build that house.

Now, what does it mean to be built into a “spiritual house” by God? What is this spiritual house,
and what is our part in it? Usually, when we think of something being built, we picture workers
constructing it, whether it is a multi-story skyscraper or a new piece of furniture. God is also a
builder! He is a very unique contractor, specializing in building the Church. I am not talking
about constructing church buildings, office space, or a new school building. I am talking about
God building a “spiritual house” made up of people like you and me. God has chosen each and
every one of us, just as we are, with all of our talents and all of our flaws, to be a special group of
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people brought together for a purpose, a building purpose. The foundation of that house is God’s
grace. The support walls are empathy and compassion. The roof of the house that offers comfort

and protection is prayer.

All of us have numerous opportunities to be actively involved in God’s work. We have this
opportunity because God has made His power and help available to us. God hears us and
strengthens us by His Spirit to be “living stones” and involved in His plans. What are these
plans? We are to declare, to make clear, the wonderful deeds of God. We need to make clear the
Good News. The Good News is that God became a human being in the person of Jesus. He took
on a human body and demonstrated His love for us while He walked this earth. He had
compassion for the people around Him and helped many people who had problems. Finally, He

died on the cross to bear the guilt of our sinfulness.

There are two closely related ways to declare this Good News. One is to share with others the
story of how God demonstrated His love in the person of Jesus Christ. The other way is to live
forgiving, service-filled lives. This can only be accomplished if we include the gift of our very
selves to others in action-oriented care and concern. In his Rule, St. Benedict instructs us to
“Listen with the ear of the heart.” The Season of Advent is a time to do just that. To look at
ourselves, to hear the voice of John the Baptist calling us to take inventory of our lives. Our lives
need to be an offering reflecting God’s love and mercy to us and through us to others. We are
called to share our lives and our talents through intimately caring for one another. We are called
to commit ourselves to strengthening one another in the faith and to devote ourselves to people
who need us. This task is not an easy one. It involves hard work, seeking out, and taking
advantage of the opportunities available to us. It encourages the Church to use the spiritual gifts
God gives each and every person, so that all of us can actively participate in the journey of faith,
build the Church, and profess Jesus Christ and His Gospel. Through the ministries God provides,
He is building His house; He’s bringing everyone together in a spiritual house for renewed
strength. John the Baptist lashes out at the Pharisees and Sadducees. And all of us need to listen
because, as he called on the Pharisees and Sadducees, he also calls on us to bear fruit. He calls on
us to come out of the darkness and move into God’s marvelous light. He calls on us to turn away
from lives of bitterness, brokenness, desperation, and lack of purpose that destroy and tear down,

and encourages us to turn to God, who brings wholeness, love, and hope. We are being called to
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have an encounter with Christ...Christ, who is the cornerstone in God’s building, in which we
are His primary material. In Christ and on Christ we stand as living stones, useful to God. As
useful stones bound together by the mortar of the Holy Spirit, God calls on us to join with one
another to form a community, form the Body of Christ in which God continues to do His
building in the world. God’s vision is for us to become the Church He intended it to be when He
founded it. As the Body of Christ, we must become a community of missionary disciples who
take the first steps in being involved and supportive. We must permanently be in a state of

“mission” and bear fruit.

Despite social media, the parish is not an outdated institution; Pope Frances told us the Church
continues to be “the Church living in the midst of the homes of her sons and daughters.” This
presumes that it really is in contact with the homes and the lives of its people and does not
become a useless structure out of touch with people or a self-absorbed cluster made up of a
chosen few.” In listening with the ear of the heart, we must open ourselves to the presence of the
Holy Spirit and become the beacon that shines the light of Christ on the world. That was the
Baptists’ role, and he passed it down to us. I am not suggesting that we go out on the street
corners and shake our Bibles in the faces of anyone who passes by. I am suggesting that we go
out into the community, to the street corners, and live the teachings of Christ. We might be the

only Bible people ever see.
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