Homily: John 6:37-40 + All Souls Day

Today, (tomorrow) we celebrate the feast of All Souls, the day we remember our loved ones who
have gone to their reward ahead of us. Although it is not a holy day of obligation, it is important
that we remember them. If it weren’t for them, we would not be here at all. We live in the land
that was once theirs, sometimes in the very house they lived in. We swim in their lakes, fish in

their streams, and walk in and even hunt in their woods. We carry on many of their customs, and

we celebrate Thanksgiving Day and Memorial Day as they did. We pass down their family
customs at Christmas, Easter, and other holidays. We remember their birthday and anniversary
dates every year. We can reach way back in time and see that the early immigrants, representing
each and every one of our cultures and ethnicities, built the vast infrastructures that included our

diocese, our parish, and the church that we sometimes take for granted.

Evolutionary psychology is beginning to suspect that many of our spontaneous reactions are part
of our genetic heritage. If we tend to worry, it is very likely that one of our ancestors worried a
good deal. If we possess artistic or musical talent, it's possible that one of our ancestors was also
artistic, played a musical instrument, or had a strong singing voice. As we pause to think of the
many generations of our ancestors, we have to acknowledge that the flame of life somehow
passed from one to another until it reached us. These reflections, these memories, should make
us more conscious of our own priorities, more aware of what is truly important, and more
mindful of Christ’s instruction to live our lives so that we lay out treasures for ourselves in
heaven. That brings us to our Gospel. Jesus is speaking directly about salvation. God’s plan of
salvation has two related purposes. The first is that Jesus was sent that we might believe in Him.
The second is that our faith may grow deeper until the last day, when we will be blessed by Him
with the gift of eternal life. The two purposes are joined. The first depends on the second. It is
because of faith that believers in Jesus will not be turned away. How many times have we read in
Sacred Scripture that Jesus said, “Your faith has saved you?” It is because of faith that we will be
raised on the last day. We need to focus on Jesus as the Son of God, who truly gave His life for
us, rather than just a historical figure. Jesus wants to bring us into the everlasting Kingdom of
light and joy, and He never lets that goal drift into the background. Friendship—relationship—
covenant with Christ is not a temporary fix, a psychological gimmick to make our journey
through life a little livelier. When Jesus extends His hand in friendship (as He never stops doing),

He means to walk with us in time, in our time, and in eternity—if we are willing to take His
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hand. To really know Jesus is to grow in spiritual maturity. Spirituality is measured by our
conformity to and relationship with God. We grow in the knowledge of God through the study of
Scripture and spiritual reading. For Jesus, Scripture is powerful, decisive, and authoritative
because it is nothing less than the voice of God. We grow in relationship and intimacy with God
through prayer. Prayer is our partnership with God in transforming our lives. As we mature
spiritually, we are drawn into a deeper relationship with God and should also gain a greater
discernment of God’s particular call in our lives. When your relationship with God feels distant,
check to see who moved. Speaking about that call, it is my opinion that our shortage of priests is
partly due to the fact that we do not discuss the topic of vocation enough. We bemoan the fact
that there is a shortage of priests, but we do not seek out men who might consider the vocation.
This should be a talking point for each and every member of our parish family at all times.
Praying the vocation prayer at each Mass is helpful, but it is not enough. God is always calling.
We are the ones who do not hear the message or spread it. The message is not just a call to the
priesthood, deaconate, or religious life. The call is for us to take up the banner and spread the
word. The call encourages us to be alert to those who may be showing the signs of a vocation but
are struggling with the decision. It is up to us to be the support arm, the encouragers, if you will.
As I just said, God is always calling. Back to our Gospel. Jesus assures us that those who are
joined to Him will never be separated from Him. This assurance is grounded in the mission the
Father gave to Jesus and the faithfulness with which Jesus embraced the mission the Father gave
Him. Jesus will not reject anyone who makes their way to Him. That is an astonishing pledge in
a world where we often reject others for various reasons. “You belong to the wrong religion,”
“You don’t have the correct papers,” “Your accent or the color of your skin is different,” “You
don’t vote the way that I do,” You didn’t go to the right schools,” “The way you live is against
my rules or God’s rules as I understand them.” Make no mistake, Jesus accepts everyone who
moves in His direction...I can’t say it enough. But don’t think it’s because He is not
discriminating in taste or standards. For Jesus, it is a matter of perfect obedience to God. For
Jesus, it is a matter of the heart...it’s a matter of love of God and love of each other. Though we
are incomplete, God loves us completely. Though we are imperfect, He loves us perfectly.
Loving God is directly related to loving other people. This relationship is expressed by seeing
love for others as a way to serve and express love for God. Our acts of love towards others can

be understood as acts of love toward God.
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