Homily Luke 14:25-33

Currently, the Christian world is charging ahead with the battle cry, “You have to know
Jesus, You REALLY have to know Him.” Today, Sacred Scripture introduces us to
Jesus, the man who instructs us to hate. Is that who we are scrambling to know? If we
take a surface reading of Scripture, that IS what we have...but let’s do a quick “crash
course” on who Jesus REALLY is.

St. John’s Gospel tells us, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be
through him, and without him nothing came to be.” (John 1:1) The WORD is Jesus. This
transitional verse from John’s Gospel introduces Jesus as existing eternally with God
and as being divine Himself. The phrase "the Word was with God" indicates a
relationship with and a distinct identity from God the Father, while "the Word was God"
declares the divine nature of the Word. The verse establishes Jesus' divine identity from
the very beginning, long before His earthly life.

In the beginning, Jesus is in heaven with the Father, enjoying eternal life. In accepting
the Father’s plan, the Father’s will for redeeming the whole world, Jesus would be born
of a Virgin. He would be circumcised to fulfill the covenant with Abraham and to
demonstrate His full humanity and obedience to the Law. This has traditionally been
seen as the first time the blood of Christ was shed, thus beginning the process of man's
redemption and demonstrating that Christ was fully human and obedient to the Law.

Let’s continue. Jesus was rejected by the Jews, betrayed with a kiss by Judas, bound in
chains, crowned with thorns, pierced with nails, crucified between two thieves, had His
side pierced with a lance, and died on the cross. He did all of this because of His deep
and pure love for us. So, | ask you, can this person who went through all of this torture,
accepting this gruesome and humiliating way to die to save us, instruct us to hate
people? Did He instruct us to no longer pay attention to the Fourth Commandment? No,
absolutely not! That is why, to know Jesus, to REALLY know Jesus, we must begin with
Sacred Scripture,...the word of God written in the words of man.

Without the gift of Sacred Scripture, we can easily become familiar with Christ, the
Christ WE want to mold into the image WE like. The danger in that approach is that we
lose our sense of wonder and amazement of the Son of God. We can easily become
familiar with Christ, but the people of His time knew that it was no ordinary man who
walked among them—instead, they knew He was an ordinary man who, at the same
time, was extraordinary.



We come across brief phrases like “Great crowds accompanied him on his way” (Luke
14:26-33) strewn throughout the Gospels. Try to picture that. A rabbi walking the dusty
streets of Palestine, drawing thousands of people in His path... Even if later, some of
the people in those crowds were also in the crowd that convinced Pilate to crucify Him
on Good Friday, we should credit them with recognizing that Christ was more than just a
name in one of the culture’s ancient writings. He was and is the Lord. He was and is
God.

The language of the Middle East is always vivid and literal, but it should not be taken
with cold and unimaginative literalness. When Jesus tells us to hate our nearest and
dearest, He means that no love in life can compare with the love we are to have for
Him.

There are two suggestive truths in this Gospel. The first is that it IS possible to be a
follower of Jesus WITHOUT being a disciple. A follower is someone who moves with the
crowd, waiting for the next big event. Someone who “hangs on.” To be a disciple
requires loyalty and commitment, characterized by a willingness to follow, obey, and
embrace the teachings of the teacher. A disciple has love for the teacher, which
motivates imitation of lifestyle and love for others. A disciple’s lifestyle bears fruit by
producing good works and attracts other disciples, who in turn join the same journey.
The Apostles are good examples of discipleship.

The second truth is that it is a Christian’s first duty to count the cost of following Christ.
The tower that the man was going to build in today’s Gospel was probably a vineyard
tower. Vineyards were often equipped with watchtowers to deter thieves who might
steal the harvest. In the construction, there are specific costs and responsibilities to be
considered. Likewise, an unprepared king cannot succeed in battle unless he considers
all the ramifications. What's the message? Following Jesus comes with high demands.
But if we are daunted by the high demands of Christ, let us remember that we are not
left to fulfill them alone. He who called us to the steep road will walk with us every step
of the way. Like a good surgeon, Christ has to cut away whatever holds us back from
Him, and that can be painful.

The Church has always understood that Christ’s teaching to hate father and mother and
brothers and sisters points out that a true Christian can prefer nothing to Christ. Jesus
also teaches that following Him involves more than warm fuzzy feelings and
inspirations. We are meant to use our minds. The emotional excitement that comes
from a retreat, a pilgrimage, or a grace-filled encounter with the Lord is like the
blossoms on a cherry tree. They bloom quickly and fill our souls with a sweet aroma, but



then the summer comes, and we have to wait and endure patiently for the fruit to
mature. Love is often born amidst intense emotions, but it matures through suffering
and sweat. Following Christ is more than following a whim; it is a long-term commitment
that engages the whole person. Jesus isn’t advocating a delay or hesitation in following
Him, but He is advocating for resolution. Jesus is no fair-weather friend, and He is
looking for more than fair-weather followers.

Hatred doesn’t have to be on a grand scale like we saw in Minneapolis a few weeks
ago. Sadly, hatred is alive and well in our world. Satan is alive and well in our world.
This is true even in our small communities and within our church families. There are
people who, on the surface, appear to be the epitome of Christ, but in their hearts, there
is a darker world. They weave themselves into communities and even into ministries.
They dislike people they don’t even know, and they spread that venom to anyone who
will listen. These people do not have the love of Jesus in their hearts—in their hearts is
the smoke of Satan. God has placed the coal of LOVE in every heart, but the smoke of
Satan is so thick in some hearts that God'’s love can’t penetrate. We need to pray for
these people that the breath of the Holy Spirit blows on the coal of love in their hearts,
expels the smoke of the evil one, and fans that coal of love into the flame it was
intended to be.

Prayer is being attacked as ineffective. Prayer, a conversation with God, has been
attacked as ineffective! Bishop Robert Barron addressed that clearly last week when he
said, "In times of tragedy, prayer is not a passive act but a powerful call to action and
reflection. Catholics don’t think that prayer magically protects them from all suffering.
After all, Jesus prayed fervently from the cross on which He was dying.”

Bishops all over the world are appealing to Catholics to return to Sunday Mass,
describing the celebration of the Eucharist as “the source and summit of our faith.” In
addition, we need to reach into our prayer warrior toolbox. | believe that those who are
devoted to the Rosary are dedicated to bringing our world back into sync with God's
plan.

At Fatima, Our Lady asked for the recitation of the Rosary to bring peace to a war-torn
world. Peace and reconciliation with God are the fruits of devotion to the holy Rosary,
not violence and hatred. Today, as we witness conflicts and tensions worldwide, it is
more important than ever to heed Our Lady's message. St. Padre Pio reminds us, "The
rosary is the 'weapon' for these times." The rosary is considered powerful because it's a
meditative prayer that focuses on the life of Jesus Christ and is a direct way to grow
closer to God through Mary, the mother of Jesus. It is also seen as a spiritual weapon, a



source of grace, and a means of obtaining peace and strength. Through contemplation
of the Mysteries of the Rosary, we can gain a deeper understanding of God and receive
spiritual benefits, such as protection from evil and a strengthened faith.

Another tool is Sacred Scripture. Scripture is a powerful weapon which God intends for
us to use in spiritual warfare (Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:14-17). The word of God is the sword of
the Spirit. We're told in the letter to the Hebrews 4:12 that this spiritual sword is alive,
active, and sharper than any sword you can imagine. This sword divides soul and spirit,
and it can judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. "The Word of God is living and
active because it always speaks to the human person in every moment. Contemplating
the Word of God, especially the Gospels, and integrating it into our daily lives will lead
us to holiness and everlasting life. Through His Word, God touches the spiritual
component of every human person in the intimacy of the heart.

The reality is that the devil can’t make hell look beautiful, so he makes beautiful
roads that lead us there. Our parish has a wonderful patron saint in St. Benedict. In
his Rule, which saved monasticism, he captures the essence of this Gospel message in
one sentence: He tells us, “Prefer nothing whatever to Christ.”



