Homily: Luke 14:1, 17-14

In Luke’s original Greek, the statement “observing him carefully” has the same meaning as
today’s media carefully observing elected officials, industry leaders, religious leaders, or any
other prominent person. They don’t observe to pick up pointers. They watch carefully for some
politically incorrect slip of the tongue, some gaffe, some slight contradiction of policy, or, in the
case of the Church, dogma. Once they find the slightest misstep, real or imagined, they pounce.

That is the “observing him carefully” found in today’s Gospel. The irony here is that while
everyone was carefully observing Jesus, He was observing them just as carefully. What He saw
was the usual social climbing and jockeying for position. What He witnessed was normal human
pride at work, and that is something He dealt with... He saw an opportunity to offer some
practical wisdom...a way to say, “Don’t embarrass yourself.” He provided everyday etiquette to
soften up His audience. Then, when He had their attention, He hit them with the real point: Don’t
always invite your “in group,” the group against whom you are constantly measuring yourself.
He instructs those observing Him to measure themselves against the less fortunate. In other
words, let your heart, your charity, and your compassion move beyond the people who can pay
you back. Jesus is laying the groundwork for entering the Kingdom of God. The reward for being
open to the needy and the forgotten is eternal life.

Two ideas emerge in today’s Gospel: the importance of humility and of love for the humble, the
forgotten members of society. Today, we are called to humility and attentiveness to the world
around us. Humility is a virtue that we hear little about today, perhaps because it is at odds with
self-determination, ambition, and aggressiveness. But virtue is too dominant, too significant a
scriptural value to be ignored. The truth is, humility calls us to surrender our lives to God and
recognize that all we are, all we have, and all we do ultimately come from Him. Even a cursory
reading of the Gospels makes the point. The people most deaf to Jesus’ words are the self-
sufficient, the religious professionals, the spiritually skilled Pharisees, Scribes, and High Priests.
The ones who hear Jesus most readily are the sinners, the outcasts, the forgotten, those aware
of their humanness and their need for God.

A few weeks ago, we celebrated the feast of St. Lawrence, a deacon who served under Pope
St. Sixtus Il. Deacon Lawrence lived the Gospel. After the Roman Prefect martyred the Pope,
he sent for Deacon Lawrence. The Prefect of Rome thought the Church had a great fortune
hidden away. So, he ordered Deacon Lawrence to bring the Church's treasure to him, and
Deacon Lawrence said he would, but he said there was so much to collect that he needed three
days. Then he went through the city and gathered all the poor, the sick, and the needy people
supported by the Church. Returning to the Prefect, he presented them and said, "This is the
Church's treasure!" He paid with his life for his faithfulness to Christ. Earlier in Luke’s Gospel,
while in the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus unrolled the scroll of Isaiah and read, “The Spirit of
the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go



free, to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” Jesus not only understood His call to ministry,
He honored and embraced it. The people He spent the most time with were the forgotten and
left out, the lonely and rejected, the abandoned. This should be our concern just as it was
Christ’s...not just an institutional concern...not just a statistics issue. This is a concern that goes
to the heart of Jesus’ model of ministry. And if Jesus was called to care, so are we. We are heirs
of His charge. In John 21, Jesus said words to Peter that are also meant for us: “Feed my
lambs. Tend my sheep. Feed my sheep.” Jesus calls us to be nurturers! He calls us to love one
another. In fact, He tells us, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.” To follow Jesus, to become the disciple He calls us to be, we must take stock of our
lives. We are to be lovingly concerned not just for those sitting next to us in the pew, but also for
those who are missing from our Church family as well.

A popular slogan states, “God loves us just the way we are.” He does...But He loves us too
much to let us stay that way. We are the Body of Christ, and God gives us tools, spiritual gifts,
and ministries so that we can grow and become active in building up that Body, the Church. The
Holy Spirit is in us, and because of His presence, we are called to live out the Gospel. That is
why we are challenged to examine ourselves, our lives, and our attitudes. And while we are
looking at ourselves as individuals, it doesn’t hurt to take a close look at our congregation as a
whole to see if there are any changes we might need to make...to create—or recreate—a
homier, more welcoming place for people to gather in the name of Jesus and the full Spirit of
His ministry. We must be a Church of open arms and hearts...a Church, like St. Lawrence, that
recognizes all its treasures. Pope Francis instructed us that we must not keep the Holy Spirit a
prisoner, locked inside our hearts. We need to let Him “push” and “move” us to boldly bring
Jesus to others. He tells us the Holy Spirit “moves the Church.” He is the one who works in the
Church, in our hearts; He is the one who makes each Christian unique, but united together as
one family of God. Cooperating with the Holy Spirit, we must open the doors and invite
everyone to bear witness to Christ and liberate them from feeling like an orphan. We must be a
Church of hope. We must become the Church Jesus intended when He established it: a Church
that bears one another’s burdens and in doing so fulfills the law of Christ... an equipping
Church...providing programs to prepare the disciples of Christ to become workers in the
vineyard. We are called to “a royal priesthood of all believers,” and the Church is charged with
taking this from a dry idea to a living reality.

We must be concerned about all of God’s lambs...not just the ones who regularly come to
worship. Statistics indicate that people are leaving the Church, becoming inactive in their

faith. Inactivity poses a significant challenge to the Church. So where is the hope? The hope is
in God’s design of the Church as a home for all the faithful to be formed and equipped to
minister to one another...to take the Word of God beyond the walls of the Church to the world.
Each Mass ends with a charge, “Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life,” or “Go and
announce the Gospel of the Lord.”



Immanuel means “God with us.” That means all of us. God is within us, beside us, and before
us. He is within us, inspiring us with love and care. He is beside us, directing us along the path
He has chosen for us. He is before us in the people we reach out to, inviting them to come
home to His loving and welcoming arms, so in His embrace, they can feel the warmth of His
loving heart.



