Homily Luke 12:32-48

The word “faith” has gathered us together today from various parts of Johnstown, with
various family histories and backgrounds, to unite ourselves to God. We are called to
unite ourselves through prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and other works of charity. We are
called together in faith to worship God. Faith is powerful. It is not just believing in a
series of truths. To grow in faith means to first grow in trust in the One in whom we
believe, Jesus Christ, and then, as a result of that trust, adhere to what He tells us—
embrace His teachings. Faith sustains each of us in our day-to-day activities from one
week to the next. It forms and transforms our relationships with Christ and with one
another. Faith sees us through every joy and sorrow, through all our successes and
failures, and every experience of light and darkness in our lives.

The word “Faith” is used seven times in today’s Scripture, so it is very appropriate that
faith is the focus of our liturgy today. The Letter to the Hebrews gives us both a
definition and a description of faith. “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and
evidence of things not seen.” Faith is not merely wishful thinking. It is a firm conviction
and expectation that God’s promises will be fulfilled, even if they have not yet happened
and cannot be seen or proven. We focus on Abraham, our father in faith. Abraham
shows us what a genuine trust in God means. It means that we believe in what God
says, even when He asks us to do something difficult...even when He challenges us
beyond what we know.

The Letter to the Hebrews takes us beyond the intellectual understanding and
emphasizes a confident trust in God’s unseen realities and an active life that reflects
this trust. Faith involves opening our hearts, minds, bodies, and souls completely

to God, allowing Him to work unimpeded in our lives and within our souls. Like
Abraham, our faith in God takes us on a journey. We are called to leave our own Land
of Ur—leave our comfort zones to travel wherever God leads us. He calls us to believe
in all His promises, even though they might seem impossible to believe.

If you told me almost twenty years ago that | would return to school to learn more about
our faith, about Sacred Scripture, | would have laughed. If you had told me I'd be
teaching at a seminary, become an ordained Deacon, and be responsible for forming
deacons in a diocese, | would have laughed even harder. | was perfectly content in my
secular world until my spiritual director suggested that God might be calling me to leave
my comfort zone, my Land of Ur, and explore where He wanted my future to be. You
see, my family does not come from Johnstown. Initially, our Land of Ur was New Jersey,



and after some career moves, God brought us to Johnstown—and the rest, as they say,
is history.

As Christians, we use the word “faith” freely. Sometimes we use the word correctly, and
at other times we are not so accurate. The religious writings of our Catholic Faith are
found in the Bible. The 73 books of the Bible are the Word of God written in the words of
man. The Bible is the inspired Word of God—one of the ways God reveals Himself to
us.

Another place where our faith is visible and challenged is right here at Mass. After this
homily, we will recite the Nicene Creed—or better yet, profess our faith. The Nicene
Creed is a statement of Christian faith first developed in the fourth century. It affirms our
core Christian beliefs, particularly regarding the nature of God, Jesus Christ, and the
Holy Spirit. It is a foundational statement of Christian doctrine. We have two choices
today. We can open our missalettes and do a “dry read.” | believe in one God, the
Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. | believe
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God...and so forth, or we can
proclaim it for what it is and boldly state | believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. | believe in one Lord
Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God.

What did Jesus do on His final night on Earth? He gathered together His closest friends
for the Last Supper and instituted the Sacrament of the Eucharist. Jesus was clear,
“This is My Body,” and “This is My Blood.” “Do this in remembrance of Me.” That the
Eucharist is supernatural is confirmed by Christ’s teaching that faith is required to
accept His clear and direct command. Jesus impresses upon His disciples, and on us,
that this is a sacred meal of His Body and Blood, and this should be continued after He
has returned to His heavenly home. When the priest raises up the Host and says, “This
is my Body, take and eat,” we must let it sink in that Jesus is giving us the gift of His
entire self. The same is true with the Precious Blood.

At a conference | attended this week, | was speaking with a mission priest who served
one time in West Africa. We were talking about the word “believe.” | don’t know why, it
just came up in our conversation. He explained to me that in his language, the word
believe would be translated “to hear with the ear of the heart.” | found that interesting
because that is what our patron saint, Saint Benedict, tells us in his Rule to “Listen with
the ear of the heart.” To listen to God is the heart of living faith. Every biblical encounter
of humanity with God involves the act of listening to God who speaks.



The Letter to the Hebrews recalls how the faithful of what we call the Patriarchal Age
responded to God’s call. In the biblical context, the patriarchal age refers to the period
of the biblical patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It is primarily found in Genesis 12-
50. This era is characterized by God communicating directly with these individuals, who
were considered heads of families and had a priestly role. Abraham stands out as the
man of faith par excellence. He kept faith when the Lord called him to leave his
homeland to roam around Canaan like a nomad. Abraham is asked to sacrifice his son,
and in faith, he accepts that instruction. Sarah, his wife, overcame her doubts with faith,
believing that God could reverse her situation and bless her with a son. Isaac and Jacob
blessed their sons by giving them visions of the future. With faith, Jacob’s son Joseph
looked into the future and saw the Chosen People of God leave Egypt in the Exodus. It
is essential for all of us in faith to learn to trust in God and how to let Him lead us, how
to never let Him stop from surprising us and moving us from our comfort zone to new
adventures that stretch us and grow us into the persons God wants us to be.

The Lord made a covenant with Abraham and remembers His covenant forever, just as
we prayed in the Responsorial Psalm: “Blessed are the people the Lord has chosen to
be His own,” and the covenant He made with us in His Son is even greater than the
covenant He made with Abraham and his descendants forever. We see this in the
Gospel. Jesus is encouraging His apostles about the future. He tells them to stay
focused, stay faithful to the vision He has given them, and to trust that God will sustain
them if they are faithful. We believers live with a vision of the future: we live with hope.
That vision puts everything we will undergo into perspective. Not only will faithfulness
sustain us through our trials, but it will also give us the energy to understand our trials in
a much larger perspective, that of God’s faithfulness to us.

Our modern way of life presents us with many challenges to our faith. The greatest
challenge we face is not recognizing how vital faith is in our daily lives as parents,
workers, citizens, and disciples. We can simply coast along in our faith instead of
actively growing in it and sharing its power with others. Peter asked Jesus, “Is this
message for us?” Our reflection question is this: When Jesus returns, how faithful and
ready will He find us?



