
Homily Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

 

As usual, the Gospel has many focus points to unpack. In this time of vocational 

dryness, I am choosing to focus on this: “The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are 

few; so, ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.”  

 

I am reading a book that I would like to recommend to everyone. The title is “33 Days to 

Eucharistic Glory.” I have seen copies of it in the parish, and I suggest everyone pick 

one up. Jesus had the same issue with vocations that we have today. The laborers are 

few, so he appoints 72 disciples to go to every town and place and spread the news. He 

selects 72 disciples who embrace His teachings to reach out to those who may be 

considering following “The Way.” That’s what the faith was called back in the day. It was 

called, “The Way.”  

 

I suppose we can refer to the 72 disciples as Vocation Directors. Jesus instructs them to 

ask the master of the harvest to send out more laborers. First, this is a call to prayer! No 

ministry, no work of God should ever begin without prayer. Our patron Saint, Saint 

Benedict, says, “Whenever you begin any good work, you should first of all make a 

most pressing appeal to Christ our Lord to bring it to perfection.”  

 

In Jesus’ day, the Church was rapidly expanding, and He was addressing the need for 

vocations. The book I am reading shares the following statistics: 

Over the past 50 years, we have lost a Catholic priest from active service every day in 

the United States due to retirement, death, men who have left voluntarily, or those who 

have been removed. In 1973, there were 58,000 priests in the United States. The 

average age was thirty-five, and only ten percent were over the age of sixty-five. Today, 

there are about 37,000 priests in the United States. The average age is sixty-four, and 

40 percent are over the age of sixty-five. To add to this, thirty-five parishes in the United 

States are without a resident priest. These numbers are real and should concern each 

and every one of us.  

 

Most people today live lives of distraction, and this lack of focus leads to a lack of 

commitment. Today’s Gospel is a call to commitment. It calls us to be highly engaged 

Catholics. To quote our book, “the more disengaged a Catholic is, the more they treat 

the faith like a consumer. The more engaged Catholics become, the more they take on 

the heart and mind of a disciple, constantly seeking ways to share the joy they have 

found with everyone who crosses their path.”  

 



In short, we are called to join the 72 disciples in their work. We are called to fully 

embrace the Catholic faith and take it to the streets. So, how and when do we rekindle 

this feeling of engagement? First, we have to make ourselves available to God. This is 

especially true for both those who are sent out to foster vocations and those who are 

discerning a vocation. Prayer is about making ourselves available to God. Prayer is not 

an activity that encompasses a small portion of our days. Prayer is a way of life. It is a 

conversation, and once that conversation begins, it can take us anywhere.  Prayer 

awakens our spiritual senses, and we become more aware of God walking alongside us 

on life’s pilgrimage. Through prayer, our spiritual awareness and faith are continually 

refined, and as they become more refined, we are drawn closer to God’s will for our 

lives. We stop asking for what we want and begin asking the big question: “God, what 

do you think I should do?” 

 

Are we on a journey or a pilgrimage? So many people are searching today. They feel 

unseen, living somewhere on the outskirts of an authentic spiritual life. Some feel 

unheard and unworthy. Jesus generously proclaims I see you, I hear you, I know you. 

You are worthy. I am with you, I care. I am yours. You are mine. To answer the 

question, we are on both a journey and a pilgrimage. Life is a pilgrimage. It is a sacred 

journey toward a very specific destination. Our book tells us that sometimes we forget 

this, or have never been taught it, or we get distracted and fall into thinking we are 

tourists…we are not. We are pilgrims, and as pilgrims, we need to be fed. We need food 

for the journey. Like the early Israelites, we need the manna from heaven to sustain us 

on our journey, our pilgrimage. For us, the manna from heaven is the Eucharist. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church instructs that the Eucharist is nourishment for the 

soul, the spiritual food for the journey, that connects us to heaven. It gives us the 

patience and courage we need to continue Christ’s mission on earth.  

 

Today, Jesus tells us what the mission is. “Ask the master to send laborers for the 

harvest.” Jesus reminds us that we are His coworkers, His fellow laborers. We become 

not just hearers of the Word but bearers of the Word. We need to embrace the depth of 

the Gospel and let it embrace us. Christianity is not like a bottle of wine. It does not get 

better by sitting there doing nothing. Built into Christianity is a sense of urgency —a 

burning desire to reach out to all the men and women who so desperately need 

direction, meaning, and genuine love in their lives.  

 

I began this homily by speaking about vocations. Jesus is calling all of us to be 

evangelizers. He is calling the majority of us to accept the calling as a vocation director. 

Then there are those who are wrestling with the calling to the priesthood, diaconate, or 

the religious life. Here is where our vocational work begins. We need to be the listening 



ear, the voice of encouragement, the prayer partner. We need to be the disciple, the 

one who is not silent about the need for workers in the vineyard of the Lord. Jesus 

places great importance on community. We are called to be living welcome mats just 

like Jesus, and we are called to proclaim the Good News not only to those who cross 

our paths. We are called to go beyond our immediate comfort level and reach out to 

those discerning a vocation. We are called to set aside the negativity of the past, the 

bigotry, and the excuses. Jesus calls us to view the Church through the lens of what it 

could be…what it should be. The challenge with vocations is not the past history of the 

Church. The Church has weathered many storms from the beginning. I like what St. 

Boniface, bishop and martyr, said in the eighth century. He said, “In her voyage across 

the ocean of this world, the Church is like a great ship being pounded by the waves of 

life’s different stresses. Our duty is not to abandon ship but to keep her on her course.”  

 

No, the challenge is not the past…the challenge is the silence. When was the last time 

anyone approached a possible vocational candidate? When was the last time you 

encouraged someone to spend time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament? Each time 

we spend time in the presence of the Eucharist or acknowledge Jesus’ presence in the 

tabernacle, we are flooded with God’s grace. There is something about the experience 

of visiting Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament that leads people to know Him, and the shift 

from knowing about Jesus to knowing Jesus changes everything. 

 

You have heard it said that God never stops calling…it is we who stop hearing. I believe 

many untapped vocations remain unexplored because there is no one to encourage 

them. There is no one nurturing them. Each week, we recite the special prayer for 

vocations that is in the back of the missalette. Notice I said recite it. We can hear the 

missalettes being picked up and the pages being turned. This week and the weeks 

following, let’s not recite it. Let’s pray it…let’s humbly and sincerely pray it from the 

heart. Everyone, those who are evangelizers for vocations and those who are wrestling 

with the decision of a vocation, need to stop putting God off. Surrender completely to 

what He is calling you to do and do it without delay. Like the Christians of the early 

Church, our vocation, our calling, is to keep the faith alive. Our spiritual senses have 

been dulled and drowned out by the chaos of our lives. Let’s ask God to awaken and 

sharpen our spiritual senses so we can recognize Him in every moment and do His will. 

 


