Divine Mercy Sunday 2025

The fact that you are here today for this special liturgy tells me you have some
knowledge of St. Faustina, but let’s do a little refresher.

St. Faustina is the Polish nun who received visions and messages from Jesus, which
she recorded in her diary. The published title of her diary is “Divine Mercy in My Soul.”
She is known as the Apostle of Divine Mercy because it is through her that Jesus
revealed His desire for the world to know and trust in His mercy. The diary was written
over several years and contains details about her visions, conversations with Jesus,
and her experiences with God’s mercy. Jesus also gave her a special prayer, “The
Divine Mercy Chaplet,” which we will pray shortly. Jesus also revealed the image of
himself with rays radiating from his heart, inscribed with the words “Jesus | Trust in
You,” and asked Faustina to have it painted and spread worldwide. He also requested
that this feast day be celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. She died at the age of
33 from tuberculosis, and St. John Paul Il canonized her in 2000. She is one of the most
popular saints in the Catholic Church. There is more to her story, but that is our basic
knowledge.

More important than her biography is the message that she brings to us as the Apostle
of Divine Mercy. It would be fair to say that three words - Mercy, Eucharist, and Mary -
summarize the very essence of the spiritual teaching to be found in Sr. Faustina's Diary.

Jesus told her, “l am love and mercy itself. ... Let no soul fear to draw near to Me,
even though its sins be as scarlet. ... My mercy is greater than your sins, and
those of the entire world. ... | let My Sacred Heart be pierced with a lance, thus
opening wide the source of mercy for you. Come then with trust to draw graces
from this fountain. ... The graces of My mercy are drawn by the means of one
vessel only, and that is trust. The more a soul trusts, the more it will receive.

Faustina's devotion to Jesus found its center and wellspring in the Holy Eucharist. She
wrote in her Diary (entries 1392, 1489, 1037, 223):

“All the good that is in me is due to Holy Communion. ... Herein lies the whole secret of
my sanctity. ... One thing alone sustains me and that is Holy Communion. From it | draw
my strength; in it is all my comfort. ... Jesus concealed in the host is everything to me. ...
| would not know how to give glory to God if | did not have the Eucharist in my heart.”



Unlike some today, there was no question in Sister Faustina’s mind about the Real
Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Jesus made several promises to St. Faustina
Kowalska, particularly regarding the practice of Divine Mercy. He promised to grant
great graces to those who trust in His mercy, especially on the Feast of Mercy, the first
Sunday after Easter. He also promised that those who recite the Divine Mercy

Chaplet will receive great mercy, even at the hour of death, and that those who
venerate the image of Jesus as Divine Mercy will not perish. We don’t focus enough on
this feast day. We don’t focus enough on the message.

o Great Graces:
Jesus promised to pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those who approach the
"Fount of My Mercy" on the Feast of Mercy.

e Complete Forgiveness:
He promised complete forgiveness of sins and punishment to those who confess and
receive Communion on the Feast of Mercy.

e Divine Defense:
Jesus promised to defend those who venerate the image of Jesus as Divine Mercy,
especially at the hour of death, and to grant victory over their enemies.

e Mercy at Death:
He promised great mercy to those who recite the Divine Mercy Chaplet, especially at
the hour of death.

e Trustin Mercy:
Jesus emphasized that the greater the sinner, the greater their right to His mercy, and
he urged all souls to trust in His unfathomable mercy.

In her diary, Faustina records 14 occasions when Jesus revealed to her His desires
concerning the Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday). Celebrating God's Mercy: Divine
Mercy Sunday highlights the core message of God's boundless love and forgiveness,
which is central to the Christian faith. It emphasizes that no sin is beyond God's mercy
when approached with sincere repentance and trust.

In this year of hope, Divine Mercy Sunday offers a day of hope and healing, particularly
for those carrying the weight of sin and seeking forgiveness. It reminds us that God's
love is freely given and available to all. The feast day also challenges us to extend to
others the same mercy that we seek, embodying God's compassion in our own lives. It's



a message that no sin is beyond God's forgiveness, and that His love is a free gift, not
something to be earned. The message encourages trust in God's mercy, a trust that is
essential for experiencing His grace and sharing His joy with others. God's mercy is not
meant to be kept for oneself, but to be shared with others through acts of kindness,
compassion, and forgiveness. We are called to be instruments of God's mercy,
reflecting His compassion in our words and actions. Giving bread to the hungry, drink to
the thirsty, clothes to the naked, and shelter to the homeless - or indeed bringing the
Good News of Jesus Christ to the lost and the broken - these are all acts of merciful
love: love reaching down to lift people out of their physical and spiritual miseries.

Saint Pope John Paul Il wrote: "The Bible, Tradition, and the whole faith life of the
People of God provide unique proof ... that mercy is the greatest of the attributes and
perfections of God" (no. 13). The Pope was reiterating the teaching of St. Augustine and
St. Thomas Aquinas. Saint Thomas Aquinas defined mercy in general as "the
compassion in our hearts for another person's misery, a compassion which drives us to
do what we can to help him" (ST 1I-11.30.1). Divine Mercy, therefore, is the form that
God's eternal love takes when He reaches out to us in the midst of our need and our
brokenness. Whatever the nature of our need or our misery might be - sin, guilt,
suffering, or death - He is always ready to pour out His merciful, compassionate love for
us, to help in time of need. That is the message for today. That is the message for every
day.

When God created the world out of nothing and holds it in being at every moment, it is
an act of merciful love. When His divine Son became incarnate and dwelt among us,
that was an act of merciful love too: His merciful love in sharing our lot, showing us the
way to the Father, and making the perfect offering for our sins. When He sends His Holy
Spirit into our hearts to refresh and sanctify us, that too is His merciful love: His merciful
love pouring into our hearts the power to grow in faith, hope, and love, and to serve him
with joy. Psalm 136 says it best. While celebrating all the works of the Lord in creation
and redemption, the psalm bears the constant refrain, "for His mercy endures

forever." Through the intercession of St. Faustina, let us join her mission and become
Apostles of Mercy, because that is God's will, the message from Jesus Himself.



