Homily: Matthew 2:1-12
2:11 “...on entering the house, they saw the child with Mary, his mother. They
prostrated themselves and did him homage.”

The Three Wise Men brought lavish gifts suitable for a king.... Gold represents Jesus'
kingship and the Magi's recognition that Jesus' kingship is greater than that of any
earthly ruler. Frankincense represents Jesus' deity, as frankincense was traditionally
burned in the temple as an offering to God, and they brought Myrrh, which foreshadows
Christ’s death, as myrrh is used to embalm bodies. All three were expensive gifts that
only a king could afford. The Wise Men carefully planned their gifts for Jesus. Now, let’s
consider how carefully we matched our gifts for those on our Christmas lists. Mom might
have received some body lotions, a new bathrobe, or a comfortable pair of slippers. Dad
might have received a new sweater, coffee mug, or tech gadget. Children usually get at
least a few items on their wish list. We spend a lot of time planning so that everything is
just right, but have we ever spent time reflecting on what Christ wanted from us? We
can also bring Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh. Gold representing our most profound
reality as it is understood in the language of love. Frankincense representing our
recognition of God and is the breath of the Holy Spirit that keeps us alive,

and Myrrh representing the suffering to come and reminds us that we can make a gift of
our own suffering.

The Wise Men, also known in Greek as the Magi, had heard of the Israelite’s
expectation of a Savior, a Messiah. It's a common belief that there were three, probably
because three gifts were presented according to Matthew (the only one of the Gospel
writers to mention the kings). As part of their religion, these men studied astrology, a
highly regarded science of the day. Christian tradition dating back to the year 500
names the kings as Melchior - a king of Persia; Caspar - a king of India; and Balthazar —
a king of Arabia.

These Kings had joined the Israelites in their search for the promise of a new king born
to save the world. They watched the stars, believing the birth announcement would
come from the heavens. And when they saw the unusually bright star, they followed it
all the way to Bethlehem, bringing their precious gifts to the poor peasant parents of the
young baby Jesus.

Let’s return to my question, “What gifts does Christ want from us?”

First, Christ wants us to submit to Him willingly. He wants us to confess Him with
our voices and believe in Him with our hearts. His effective leadership in our lives
depends on our willingness to follow Him. Submission is a lifestyle for the Christian. It's



the way we show humility. In chapter 4 of his letter to the Jewish Christian community in
Jerusalem, St. James writes, “Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.” The fact that Jesus Christ submits to HIS FATHER shows us that
submission is not a sign of inferiority. Quite the contrary, in chapter 2 of St. Paul’s letter
to the Philippians, he teaches us that submission indicates Christ-like behavior worthy
of honor. The way to be blessed is to submit and obey Christ by following His example
and His teachings. That’s the first gift we can offer Jesus. The second gift is that Jesus
wants us to serve Him faithfully. God calls us to work. We are the arms, legs, hands,
and hearts that build His kingdom here on earth. Good service is a requirement.
Sometimes, we can be like the boy who applied for work and was told by the manager
that he didn’t think they had enough work to hire him. The boy said, “l am sure you do,
sir. You don’t know what a little amount of work it takes to keep me busy.” Too many
disciples are like that boy; they want to follow Jesus, not to see how MUCH they can do
for Him, but how little! Anyone who thinks the life of the Christian is easy is sorely
mistaken and quickly disappointed. Jesus is a man of action. Christ’'s mission was not to
stay in one place. He was constantly on the move, bringing the kingdom's message to
the people...all the people. He is called an itinerant preacher. The word itinerant means
“‘one who moves from place to place.” We are called to continue Christ’s work, and the
reward for our work does not come from the glamour of the moment but from judgment
for eternity. Jesus calls us to stay busy serving souls and drawing them to Him. We
ought to live our lives focused on having everyone we know SAVED. That'’s truly a gift
worthy of a King.

Finally, Christ wants us to reflect Him accurately. No mirror invented can reveal
the contents of our hearts, so we must get busy and SHOW IT...but how?

We can show it in our speech. We can show it in our actions. We can show it in our
worship. We can show it in our prayer life. We can show it in our desire to embrace the
Sacred Scriptures, for it is there that we find Christ. We are called to be mirror images of
Christ. The story is told of a man who was visited by an angel. They were walking
together when the man began complaining about everyone in his neighborhood. “I
never saw such terrible people,” he said, “They are selfish, greedy, mean, and
careless.” “Is that really true?” said the angel. “Sure”, the man said. “Just look at that
man coming toward us now. Look at his shark-like eyes, the smirk on his face, the way
he droops his shoulders like he’s trying to hide something.” The angel replied, “How
clever of you to see all of that. But there is one thing you did not see, and that is the
mirror we are approaching.”

Christians are called to live a life of self-examination. We are called to fix what is broken
in ourselves. So, what gift can we give Christ? God doesn’t want expensive gifts from



us. He just wants US! He wants our minds, bodies, and spirits. God wants us to submit
to Him willingly, serve Him faithfully, and reflect Him accurately. God wants us to love.
St. Paul tells us, “If you don't have love, you gain nothing, as it is only a resounding
gong or clanging cymbal (1 Corinthians 13:1). Anything less than love is a poor gift for
our King.

The book of Psalms, chapter 72, verse 11, prophesies the coming of the Three Wise
Men: “May all kings bow before him, all nations serve him.” But this prophecy does
more than foretell the visit of the Wise Men. It tells us how WE are to approach our
King! Our souls ought to thirst for Christ! Fall on our knees and worship Him...Fall on
our knees and worship Christ, our Savior and Lord. There’s a place in the human heart
that is always lonely without Him. It's a place that can never be satisfied by expensive
gifts, a sleek new car, or a fat bank account. None of those things will satisfy us
because we are born thirsty...thirsty for God. As we begin this new year, we can satisfy
that thirst. We can come to Christ and spend time with Him in the Blessed Sacrament.
Our thirst can be satisfied by giving God our best gift...the gift of ourselves. And what
will He give us in return? We were strangers, but now we are adopted children of God.
We were poor, but now we will have God’s ocean of mercy and unfathomable riches of
His grace.
We began our journey at the manger. Today, the feast of the Epiphany marks the end of
the Christmas Season...but it is not too late to come and see the place where the
Christ-child lay. Bring Him the gift of ourselves...that’s all He desires.

We need to fall on our knees and worship Christ; He is our Blessing...He is our
Comforter...

We need to fall on our knees and worship Christ; He is our Delight...He is our
Forgiveness...

We need to fall on our knees and worship Christ; He is our Friend...He is our
Glory...our Hope...our Peace...our Salvation, and our Strength.

Today may mark the close of the Christmas Season, but it doesn’t have to

be. Christmas stays if we don't forget its meaning. If we don't forget its meaning, the
gifts of God’s unfathomable grace keep coming. And as God’s grace keeps flowing over
us, we are not far from the kingdom.



