
Homily John 8:1-11 (April 5/6 2025) 

  

"Have you also been deceived? This verse is taken from yesterday’s Gospel. The 

Pharisees sent guards to arrest Jesus. When the guards returned empty-handed, the 

Pharisees and Chief Priests asked them, “Why did you not bring him?” They responded, 

“Never before has anyone spoken like this man.” Instead of asking, “What did He say,” 

they responded, “Have you also been deceived?” 

 

Today, we see Jesus in action. In front of a crowd of accusers, He publicly forgave sins 

and challenged everyone to look into their own hearts before passing judgment on 

someone else. If there is any particular sin Jesus seems to condemn over all the others, 

it is the sin of hypocrisy. It is not that Jesus downplayed any other of God’s laws, but a 

close study of the New Testament reveals that Jesus spoke out more often and more 

passionately against hypocrisy than any other sin. Paul addressed this as well. When 

the Corinthians bragged that one spiritual gift was better than another, he quickly and 

firmly corrected them. In the Gospels, Jesus made twenty statements using the word 

hypocrite or hypocrisy. And when He did, He wasn't making small talk. In the Sermon on 

the Mount, Jesus said, "You hypocrites, remove the wooden beam from your eye first, 

and then you will see clearly to remove the splinter from your brother's eye." On another 

occasion, He said, "Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You are like 

whitewashed tombs, which appear beautiful on the outside but inside are full of dead 

men’s bones and every kind of filth.” Hypocrites are people who pretend to be 

something they are not. On the surface, they appear virtuous but are just the opposite. 

They talk the talk but do not walk the walk. This attitude is one that Jesus could not 

tolerate and one that we must be vigilant to avoid. A good examination of conscience is 

a way to take a self-inventory of who we are… compared to who God wants us to be. 

This is an invitation to examine our relationship, our covenant with God.   

  

What steps are we taking to grow closer to God? Do we put social and other events 

before Him, leaving our prayer life and worship behind or at the bottom of the priority 

list? How do we participate during Mass on Sundays and Holy Days? Do we even come 

to the Holy Day Masses? Are we actively participating in the prayers and singing when 

we come to Mass, or are we just holding the missalette to be partially, if not wholly, 

active? Is Mass a vital part of our lives or just the fulfillment of an obligation? How 

frequently do we receive the sacraments?  

 

Other areas that deserve reflection deal with family, friends, and neighbors.  

Are we setting good examples? Are we respectful? Do we love a good piece of gossip 

even though it will destroy another person? Do we hold grudges, insult people, or try to 



hurt people? What is our reaction to those who struggle with unhealthy habits or 

addictions or those who have distanced themselves from God? Are we even concerned 

about those who have fallen away from the faith? Jesus shows us the right way and the 

wrong way to react to both the sin and the sinner. First, it is wrong to ignore the reality 

of sin. This mistake is made by today's popular culture, which considers tolerance the 

highest value. It's the attitude of relativism that says everyone can do whatever they feel 

like; there are no objectively evil actions. In other words, there is no absolute truth. If 

you believe in relativism, you think different people can have different views about 

what's moral and what is immoral. If it feels good, do it. Pick your own path. 

  

If we accept this point of view, we end up condoning evil. We view Christ's teachings 

and God's commandments as mere suggestions to be accepted or rejected at our 

discretion. That thought process is the same as approving of people destroying 

themselves—because that is what sin does. It is always self-destructive.  

  

In the story we just heard, Jesus clearly condemns the sin. He tells the adulterous 

woman, "Go, and from now on, do not sin anymore.” He did not ignore the sin…and He 

did not condemn the sinner. He did not berate her for her sinful action as she stood 

before Him. He spoke to her with compassion. That is our second point. We have all 

heard the phrase, "Hate the sin but love the sinner." Jesus gives us that example in 

today's Gospel. 

  

Along with Jesus, we are to say, "Neither do I condemn you." When we sin, we are not 

rejected by God. God still loves us and wants us to repent and be saved. Here we are in 

the middle of Lent, reflecting on the salvific work of Jesus. He gave His life for sinners. 

He is the Good Shepherd who searches for the lost sheep. He is the doctor of souls 

who comes to heal the spiritually sick. That is not to say we cannot and should not 

condemn evil actions. We certainly can, and as a society, we can even punish people 

for crimes by limiting their freedom so that they do less damage…but only God can 

condemn the actual person.  

 

The Pharisees wanted to destroy the sinful woman. Jesus wanted to give her another 

chance. This was His mission. He came to earth to overcome sin and death with mercy 

and compassion. He came to lead each one of us out of exile and into eternal life, just 

as God led Israel out of exile and back to the Promised Land. We are Christians, 

followers of Christ. We are Christ’s representatives in the world. If His mission was to 

give people another chance, our mission must be the same. When Jesus commanded 

us to "love one another as I have loved you," He meant it. We are called to be 

ambassadors of God's mercy. We are called to be instruments of the Resurrection.  



 

This is a challenge for each of us, and we must ask ourselves, “Is there someone in my 

life who needs another chance? Is there someone in my life who I have given up on but 

who God hasn’t given up on? Is there someone in my life I have condemned as the 

Pharisees condemned the adulterous woman? Is there someone I have destroyed by 

gossip or criticism? Is there someone in my heart who I want to destroy?” Some of us 

will be able to answer these questions immediately. Others will have to ask God to help 

them examine their conscience…examine their heart. 

  

Why is it that we are not allowed to condemn the sinner? The answer may sound 

complex, but it is straightforward…only God can see a person's heart. Only God knows 

a person's entire history, and so only God can judge people fairly. Today's Gospel is a 

wake-up call to all of us. God is well aware that the world is full of hatred, arrogance, 

self-importance, and hypocrisy. He knows that disrespect, disdain, and disbelief are just 

waiting to enter the tired and weary soul.  

  

He knows we are tempted at every turn…He knows our weaknesses and the sorrow 

and shame we feel when we stumble and fall. But more importantly, He knows who we 

are. We are children of God. We are made in God’s image. We are precious in His 

sight. He wants us to be with Him for all eternity. He wants us to admit our mistakes, 

confess our sins, and sin no more. Jesus wants to give us another chance. That’s called 

mercy. That’s called forgiveness. That's called compassion. That's called real love in a 

sinful, fallen world. Today, in the middle of Lent, Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem, 

where He will show us that love. We will not be deceived. Jesus will not only speak as 

no one has ever spoken. He will do for us as no one has or ever will do. He will 

reconcile us to God. He will redeem us with His blood. He will show us that there is no 

greater love than to give one’s life for one’s friends. 

  

 


