Luke 13:1-9
A writer tells this story:

A famous painting shows a young man playing chess with the devil. They are playing for
the possession of the young man’s soul. The painting portrays the devil as having made
a brilliant move. Chess players who study the arrangement of the chess pieces in the
painting feel immediate sympathy for the young man. The young man is in a hopeless
situation. He has been led down a blind alley with no exit. Then, Pat Murphy, a former
world-class chess player, became intrigued by the painting. One day, while studying the
arrangement of the chess pieces, he saw something no one else saw. Excitedly, he
cried out to the young man in the painting, “Don’t give up! You still have an excellent
move left. There is still hope!”

This story fits perfectly with the point Jesus makes in the parable of the fig tree in
today’s Gospel. Actually, today’s Gospel can be called the “Gospel of the second
chance.” Like the young man in the painting, the fig tree seems hopelessly lost. It is
about to be cut down. Just as the order is given, a ray of hope shines through. There is
a last-minute reprieve, a last-minute second chance! The story of the young man and
the parable of the fig tree contains an important message for us. Because of Jesus, no
matter how bad things seem, we have hope. Because of Jesus, no matter what situation
we find ourselves in, there is always one more move to make...no matter how late in the
game.

How does all of this apply to our lives today? To some extent, we are like the young
man and the fig tree. We all arrived at one point when it seemed we were in a no-win
situation. Perhaps some of us are at that point now. Perhaps some situation threatens
to overwhelm us. Perhaps a particular problem has led us down a blind alley that
appears to be a dead end. Another way to look at the fig tree is to view it as our faith.
Now is the time to take a look at our faith...take a look at how God wants to use us to
grow. What might be keeping our tree of faith from blooming? Perhaps the soil needs to
be cultivated with prayer or has been deprived of the nourishment that only Sacred
Scripture can bring. Perhaps it is only partially watered with the richness of the
Eucharist because our schedule keeps us from focusing on the Liturgy. We are too
preoccupied with where we need to be next; therefore, we do not give the Bread of Life
the attention He needs. Perhaps our faith is withering right before our eyes because we
are not listening to God’s call to ministry...to service in the Church. God never stops
calling but is His call being drowned out by the media, the train-wreck TV programs that
are bombard us, or the over-stressed schedules we keep.



God uses the Church and our communities as the soil in which He has planted our
roots. Christ did not expect Christianity to be a spectator sport and here at St. Benedict,
we have plenty of opportunity to get down on the field and into the game. The soil is rich
with nutrients of the gift of the sacraments God gave us that will strengthen our roots
and cause our faith to blossom.

God could be calling you to the priesthood, the religious life, the permanent diaconate.
He could be tapping you to use your gifts of nurturing leadership and guidance on the
church councils and committees. He could be calling you to use your gift of hospitality
to be an usher. Your gifts of mercy and compassion could help those seeking God'’s
love in the Stephen Ministry, the Gabriel Project, the Compassionate Friends, or the
Helping Hands Ministry.

The Knights of Columbus may nourish us with their varieties of gobs, but they do more
than that in feeding our souls by welcoming us to Church ministries of Charity: ministries
such as Habitat for Humanity, Special Olympics, Food for Families, and Coats for Kids.

The Our Lady of Grace rosary makers spread the beauty of the rosary wherever they
see the need, and the beauty of Christ’s love accompanies every afghan made by the
Our Lady of Grace Afghan Makers. The Benedictine Oblates, the prayer groups, the
altar servers, and the various choirs are rooted in praise and worship. Cursillo and the
Men’s Group are additional opportunities to strengthen our faith and draw our souls to
Christ as well as the various groups associated with our school. The list goes on and on
(can be found in the directory).

The point here ties back to today’s Scripture. God wants us to flourish and grow. We
cannot build a protective wall around our tree...around our faith. When we do, we starve
spiritually, and we starve those around us who could benefit from God’s touch through
our participation in His Church. It is right here that today’s Gospel has an important
message for us. The Good News that we celebrate is that hope still remains in us. This
is the message God wants us to carry back to the world this week. Christ is the one who
cultivates the soil around our hearts, as the gardener tends the fig tree in the parable.
Jesus wants our lives to bear the fruit of meaning, peace, and happiness.

In order to do this, He gives us another chance. We need to seek Him out for comfort
and guidance. We need to free ourselves of the day-to-day distractions if we are to tend
the fig tree of our souls. We need to free ourselves so we can make a difference in the
life of someone who may need us to help them on their walk with Christ. Mother
Theresa provides some insightful thoughts on this very point: “We need to find God, and



He cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the friend of silence. See how
nature - trees, flowers, grass- grow in silence; see the stars, the moon and the sun, how
they move in silence... We need silence to be able to touch souls.” We need silence to
discern God’s call.

On the surface, this story focuses on the life of a fig tree...but it is not about a fig tree.
On a much deeper level, it is about the presence of Christ in our lives.

No matter who we are, where we’ve been, or what we have done in our lives, today’s
Gospel is a wake-up call. Today’s Gospel is another chance. We need to listen. We
need to take action. Jesus is softly calling. How will we respond?



