
Homily Luke 6:39-45  

 

During the past few weeks, we have been reading what is known in Luke’s Gospel as the 

“Sermon on the Plain.” In Luke’s context, Jesus has been threading three sayings together in 

order to communicate His teachings. Jesus establishes the examples of the blind leading the 

blind, the splinter in a companion’s eye, and a good tree and the fruit it produces as the 

essential components of authentic Christianity. Jesus presents an uncompromising adherence 

to a code of moral and other values. Values such as utter sincerity, incorruptibility, honesty, and 

candor. Integrity of character is at the heart of His message.  

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus focuses on enlightened leadership, formed discipleship, hypocrisy in 

correcting others, and bringing faith to action. His final statement, which sees speech as an 

expression of the heart, illuminates His teaching that actions flow from internal values. It is 

thematically related to the first reading. Sirach, a teacher of Wisdom, wrote about two centuries 

before Jesus. Today, we hear him reflecting on the way speech reveals character. He compares 

the shaking of a sieve to reveal the worthless husks while the valuable grain passes through to 

the act of speaking, which shows our faults as it offers our thoughts. He teaches his students to 

praise no one before the person speaks because it is then that people are tested. Jesus is 

developing a similar theme of connection between what goes on in our minds and the fruit it 

bears, good or bad, in what we say and what we do. He had an ongoing debate with the Jewish 

leaders. They interpreted the Law one way for themselves and another way for all others. 

“Words are cheap.” It’s a common saying that we hear often. It brings to our attention that words 

and actions do not always agree. This was true when Jesus walked the earth, and it is true 

today. 

 

The timing of today’s Gospel message couldn’t be better. Moral issues have become an 

important focus for us in our political world and in the world of the Church. Today’s Gospel has 

something to say not only to politicians but to anyone responsible for moral leadership. We have 

had way too many examples of people in public life and, with greater disappointment and 

discouragement, in Church life who were anxious to call attention to the splinter in their 

neighbor’s eye while neglecting the wooden beam in their own. In today’s rapidly moving hi-tech 

world, we are learning that it is very difficult to keep skeletons in the closet. 

 

Jesus indicates the importance of “rootedness in the faith.” A superficial embrace of Christ’s 

teachings will not hold up under challenges and scrutiny. This means not only practicing the 

faith but possessing an ongoing understanding of its meaning. We cannot defend the faith with 

superficial knowledge… religious education cannot end with Confirmation. The Church has 

made great strides in theology and Scripture study for both the young and adults so that Christ’s 

call to embrace the faith can be properly answered.  Having a strong sense of dedication and 

commitment is essential if we are to be the tree that bears good fruit. To become the salt of the 

earth and the light of the world we must embrace Christ’s teachings so that spiritual values take 

on a greater importance in our lives. Our role as the Body of Christ is not to be spectators. 



Jesus calls us to action. Those who are called to leadership in the secular community as well as 

the Church community must have a truly enlightened conscience. If our civil and world leaders 

lack understanding nations will perish. If our spiritual leaders lack an understanding of the faith 

or the conviction to implement it, they will only be an obstacle to the faithful and the Body of 

Christ will suffer…souls will be lost.  

 

Jesus calls us to avoid a judgmental attitude… an attitude that appoints us as judge and jury for 

the faults of others while overlooking our own, often greater transgressions. Jesus has a strong 

word for that...Hypocrite. This harsh expression is usually reserved for the Scribes and the 

Pharisees. Today it is directed toward all Christians who sanctimoniously find fault with others 

and neglect their own weaknesses. The word “Christian” is not limited to the faithful in the pews. 

It extends to those we embrace as our shepherds, our spiritual leaders, and those who are to be 

guiding us along the paths of righteousness. Silence is not shepherding. Creating a 

confusing atmosphere of “smoke and mirrors” to communicate direction is not leadership. A 

living faith that finds expression in deeds and human speech reflects either an inner faithful or a 

faithless spirit. Our words and deeds are a true index of character. Our words and deeds can 

lead others astray or they can elevate the human spirit. This is no small responsibility. This is 

the concern Jesus has.  

 

So, after we remove all the splinters and the planks, what will we see? We will see the Church 

Christ founded broken and battered. We will see people dissatisfied and frustrated with the 

materialistic solutions that the world offers. We will see people looking for something beyond 

themselves…something to build themselves up and fill the emptiness inside. We will see 

ministries suffering because people have backed away or ceased their support. We will see the 

Body of Christ, the community of believers grieving—grieving the loss of something near and 

dear to them—grieving because the faith we hold dear is being attacked and brutalized by a 

secular society immersed in relativism. We see a Church standing at a fork in the road. One 

path leads to greater brokenness, and another path leads to greater wholeness. In order to take 

the path to wholeness Jesus demands that we look into our own lives and determine whether 

we are bringing forth good fruit from a compassionate and believing heart. Once we remove the 

obstacles that are clouding our vision and hardening our hearts, we can be open to discovering 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit God has given to us. Gifts of mercy and compassion; gifts of 

encouragement and helping; gifts of teaching the faith and nurturing leadership. Why should we 

be open to discovering the gifts of the Holy Spirit? For the work of ministry. Why ministry? For 

building up the Body of Christ. Why build up the Body of Christ? For the unity of faith and 

knowledge and to mature to the full stature of Christ.  

 

People turn to the Church for many things but four take center stage. The first is spirituality. 

People are looking for a closer walk with God, a rapport that brings meaning and fulfillment 

through a deepened relationship. Our spirituality is nurtured in worship, through prayer and 

meditation, small group sharing, Bible Study and other disciplines of the Christian life.  The 

second need we look to the Church for is community. Christianity is a relationship religion, not a 



solitary experience. We yearn to share deeply with one another, to experience fellowship with 

others. The center of our Christian life is truly in community…experiencing God with us, God 

within us, God around us, and God between us. Care is the third basic need that we all have. 

Care is powerful. Care can bring individuals back to the Church and help to bring about healing 

through sincere compassion. A lack of care drives people away and leaves them searching for 

God’s presence. As we experience God’s love, we cannot help but follow Jesus’ commandment 

“to love one another as I have loved you.” Finally, the fourth need that people turn to the Church 

for is the need to minister…to be involved in a mission larger than themselves. People are not 

satisfied to just attend meetings—they truly want to make a difference in the lives of others. This 

is the message of Jesus today. We can only make a difference in the lives of others after we 

have examined our own lives. We can only bring the healing power of Christ to others after we 

have removed the splinters and the planks, let the scales fall from our eyes and open ourselves 

to His unfathomable mercy and grace—so as His apostles—one’s who have been sent out—we 

can truly be the salve that mends the broken heart. 

 

 


