Homily: Luke 2:22-40 — Presentation of the Lord

Today is the feast of the Presentation of the Lord...traditionally called Candlemas because, in
some churches, candles are blessed. In Scotland, a family member walks through the dark
house with a lighted candle. In Italy, they eat pancakes (I like that one). Today is also called the
Purification of the Blessed Mother. This feast is not to be confused with Christ’s circumcision,
which took place 8 days after His birth—the Christmas stories about Jesus in Luke’s Gospel end
today, 40 days after Christmas.

The Holy Family, devout Jews, followed the Law of Moses and were performing the ritual
sacrifice for Mary’s purification following childbirth as directed in chapter 12 of the book of
Leviticus. Mary, ever-Virgin, the most holy of women, was exempt from these precepts of the
Law because of her miraculous conception, but she chose to submit herself to the Law just like
any other Jewish mother. Joseph and Mary showed their total submission to the Law and
obeyed the norms prescribed by the Old Testament. Luke is the only Gospel writer to record this
story. He tells us the Holy Family offered “a pair of doves or two young pigeons”; this is one bit
of evidence that the Holy Family was poor.

In the Christian tradition, the "Presentation of the Lord" is often interpreted through the
symbolism of "light" and "darkness," where Jesus, presented in the Temple, is seen as the
"Light of the World" coming into a world often described as shrouded in spiritual darkness.
Simeon calls Him the “Light for revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Israel.” This signifies
the arrival of God's presence in the world, represented by the incarnation of Jesus Christ, where
God, in the form of Jesus, physically walked on earth, signifying the hope for salvation from evil
forces. signifying the most intimate manifestation of God's presence among humanity; this is
often referred to as "Emmanuel,” meaning "God with us." Jesus is presented as the beacon of
light dispelling the darkness.

There are definite life messages in this Scripture for us today. First, every Holy Mass in which
we participate is our presentation. Although we were officially presented to God on the day of
our Baptism, we present ourselves and our loved ones on the altar before God our Father
through our Savior Jesus Christ at every Holy Mass. The point is that we need to live our daily
lives with the awareness that we are dedicated people consecrated to God and are obliged to
lead holy lives.

Secondly, we need the Holy Spirit's assistance to recognize Jesus's presence in ourselves and
in others. We need to become the Light of Christ in the world. All those who, like Simeon and
Anna, persevere in piety and the service of God become instruments the Holy Spirit uses to
make Christ known to others. In His plan of redemption, God uses us to do much good for
everyone. In other words, The Holy Spirit employs ordinary people with simple faith as His
instruments to bear witness to Christ, His ideals, and teachings, just as He used Simeon and
Anna. The Holy Spirit reveals the presence of the Lord to us when we are receptive and eager



to receive Him. Shadow and light are the reality of our earthly lives and of our materialistic
world. | feel sure we could all tell a story, to some extent, of what it was like to live in the
shadowy places of life, some with experience of it more than others, and | am confident that
many of us have experienced being used as instruments to bear witness to Christ.

I can only speak for myself on this issue. As you are aware, | am experiencing my own period of
darkness with the passing of my wife, Nancy. The feelings of loneliness and the memories of a
full 55-year marriage are a reality that | must work through. | could choose to hide myself away
in the darkness, avoiding the light because it is the easier route to take. However, this work, this
grief work, cannot be covered in the shadows of darkness if true healing is to happen. The
shadows will not cover me or hide me from the future or how | will handle it. Healing cannot be
accomplished in the cover of darkness. It cannot be accomplished alone. True healing needs
the Light of Christ to shine in the shadows of any thoughts that would serve to draw me away
from Christ and the love He wants to give. That Light of Jesus is revelatory. It reveals to us
mercy and compassion in the worldly dark shadows... it is the light of presence and courage in
the night of fear... it is compassion and hope in the darkness of sorrow and loss... it is a way
forward in the blindness of our ignorance and confusion. It is eternal life in the darkness of
death. The flame of God’s love consumes the darkness; it fills us! It frees us to go in peace, just
as God promised.

My family and | immediately witnessed the outpouring of the Light of Christ in our parish family,
who rallied around us with compassion, concern, and love. The light of Christ was burning bright
for us through the Body of Christ, the Church. It still burns bright in the numerous cards and
prayer notes we receive. This is not a happenstance. These were not sugary, empty
expressions of concern. These were and are messages from the heart.

When we were baptized, a light was taken from the Paschal Candle and presented to us or our
parents and godparents if we were too young to hold a candle safely. The Deacon or Priest
said:

“Receive the Light of Christ. Parents and godparents, this light is entrusted to you to be kept
burning brightly. These children of yours have been enlightened by Christ. They are to walk
always as children of the light. May they keep the flame of faith alive in their hearts.” We
become the Light of Christ in the World! The ancient Rabbis are to have said, “We place the
words of God on the top of the heart so when it breaks, they drop in.

Let us be open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit within us to recognize and never forget that
God dwells in us. When darkness enters our lives, all we need to do is look around us. The
Light of Christ is everywhere. It lives in the Body of Christ, the Church. We need to let it draw us
close to Him so we can rest in His compassionate and loving embrace. When we struggle, we
need to look to those who can be the Light of Christ for us. We also need to look for those who



are struggling so that we can be the Light of Christ to them, just as you are for me and my
family.

Remember that we are living candles as we celebrate this important feast day. We become the
light of God’s merciful love alive and real today. God is good, and so are we.

No matter how you approach it, this day is about shadow and light. The Light of Christ in our
lives differentiates between a meaningless cycle of events and a life of unlimited meaning. The
Light of Christ casts no shadow... it casts no shadow because it penetrates us. And when it
does, it does not matter what the weather may be for the next six weeks, months, or years
because the Light of Christ brought us eternal springtime. It does not matter what team wins the
game because we are all on God’s playing field...all praising Christ, carrying the true victor on
our shoulders.

As we approach the table of the Lord, let us ask God to enlighten us, to make us radiant with
His Light. This is a call to see with the eyes of Simeon...it is a call to see with the eyes of the
heart.



