
Homily Luke 3:10-18 - Third Sunday of Advent 

  

Today’s Gospel is a continuation of the Gospel reading from last week. John the Baptist has 

been preaching in the Jordan River Valley, proclaiming the coming of the Lord. The people were 

captivated by his message. They have been waiting for the Messiah, and here is someone 

preaching that He is coming soon. The people were not just interested in the news; they were 

involved in it. The excitement was at a fever pitch, and when John had finished preaching, the 

crowd gathered around him and said, "What then should we do?" We hear that question three 

times in this Gospel. The greatest event in history was about to happen. God was coming to live 

among His people and be known by them. That same question is posed to us. If Christ is 

coming, what should we do? We can’t just go on with business as usual. We need to do 

something. We prayed in our opening prayer, “O God, see how your people faithfully await the 

feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joy of so great a salvation and to 

celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.” “See how your people faithfully 

await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity.” What are we waiting for? Whom are we expecting? We 

are waiting for Christmas, and we are expecting Jesus. But Jesus is here, isn't He? 

  

Yes, Jesus lives! He lives in all the world. Jesus is everywhere, in every nook and cranny of the 

world. He must be because He is God the Son. Jesus lives in the Tabernacle in every Catholic 

Church building as the Bread of Life. He is there, body, blood, soul, and divinity. That is why we 

never pass a Tabernacle without showing reverential awe by genuflecting or giving a solemn 

bow if we are unable to genuflect. The candle that glows by the Tabernacle is our traffic light 

alerting us that Jesus is home, and we must pay the proper respect. From the time we first 

learned about Jesus in the Tabernacle, our act of showing affection and respect has never 

changed. We must never forget that, and we must pass it on to our children.  

  

The third place we find Jesus is within ourselves. Every moment, waking or sleeping, as long as 

we love Him, as long as we have faith in His Last Supper promises, Jesus lives within us. If we 

do not experience Him in Advent, or our world, or our homes, or in our flesh and spirit, we are 

not going to find Him in the crib at Christmas. The question, then, is posed to us, "What then 

should we do?"  

  

The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word that means 

"rejoice." This name is taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday's Mass and is also echoed 

in today's second reading from Paul's letter to the Philippians. We mark this Sunday by lighting 

a pink candle instead of a purple one on the Advent wreath, and we change our vestments to a 

rose color. This rose color has a deep symbolic meaning. It is only used twice during the 

liturgical year. It is associated with a feeling of joy during a season of penance. It is a reminder 

that the season of preparation is ending, and a great feast is rapidly approaching. Of course, we 



know the great feast that is approaching is the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As we 

go about our day-to-day routines, we see Christmas decorations everywhere and hear 

Christmas carols being sung. We may even be going to Christmas gatherings. But with the 

economic crisis, the seemingly never-ending pandemic, the plight of the homeless, and the 

countless people who are suffering from illness, we might be asking ourselves, "what is there to 

be joyful about?" Pope Benedict XVI called this the "crisis of indifference." In an address he 

gave to the Pontifical Council some years ago, Pope Benedict said, “The crisis we are living 

through carries with it signs of the exclusion of God from people’s lives, a general indifference to 

the Christian faith, and even the intention of marginalizing it from public life” (Vatican City, May 

30, 2011). 

He went on to say, “God is not anymore present in our Christmas celebration.” The greeting 

"Merry Christmas" is replaced with "Happy Holidays!" The giant Christmas Trees dwarf the 

image of the Holy Family. Santa Claus and his red-nosed reindeer completely overshadow 

Jesus Christ. Many people don't even bother to go to Mass on these days.  When Christ is 

taken away from Christmas, when God is absent from our gatherings and celebrations, what is 

there left to rejoice about? Rejoicing in the Lord is not just a matter of thanking and praising 

God. Rather, it means two things. First, it is an attitude of trust amid life’s difficulties and 

troubles. Worries and anxieties have no part in the life of a Christian. In speaking to the 

Philippians, St. Paul said: “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, make your requests known to God” (Phil 4:6). Secondly, rejoicing should manifest 

itself in acts of kindness. St. John the Baptist, therefore, calls us to action. In today's Gospel 

reading, the crowds ask John the Baptist for specifics. 

  

What evidence of repentance is required? John responds by naming concrete actions: giving 

clothes to those who have none; not taking advantage of people; paying a fair wage and not 

overcharging people…not taking advantage of people; those in authority should act fairly to all. 

The concern for justice is a focal point of Luke's Gospel, and it should be our concern in this 

21st century. Our world seems to be spinning out of control. Each day is filled with doubt and 

concern. We are drawn to the question asked in this Gospel, “What should we do?” I think the 

answer is clear. We should turn to God in prayer. We should make God the center of our lives 

by thanking Him every morning for giving us another day and asking Him to bless it and help us 

see it to perfection. We should seek ways to make the less fortunate part of our focus…and 

then before retiring each night, we should examine our day, ask God for mercy and compassion 

for the times we stumbled, and lay our concerns at His feet. I am sure each of us can think of 

many things, but here is a simple formula to think about. I call it "Start, Stop, and Continue." We 

should start doing good deeds that we have never done before; stop doing things that offend 

God and continue doing things that draw us closer to the Lord and Eternal Life.  


