Homily Luke 3:1-6

The prophecies of the Old Testament are an invitation to find them fulfilled in the New
Testament. It is believed that Isaiah wrote today’s prophecy about one crying out in the desert
during the Hebrew exile period between 587 and 538 before Christ. The fulfillment of the
prophecy shows up in all the Gospels as John the Baptist explodes on the scene with urgent
words, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”

John, known as the “Baptist” in several but not all New Testament references, remains one of
Scripture’s most intriguing figures. Our catechetics and preaching have led us to consider John
as religion’s greatest advance man. He is called the “precursor.” The term “precursor” was one
of those challenging words of early religious education, right up there with tabernacle,
transubstantiation, and other terms given us in our youth to unpack as adults. The word
“precursor’” means one that comes before and points toward the approach of another. My
youthful religious education took place at a time when independent Bible reading of the texts
wasn’t taught or encouraged. | had no idea that scholars were studying the Bible, Jewish
history, and the Dead Sea Scrolls, among other sources, and discovering what a complex man
we have in John the Baptist. He is to prepare the way of the Lord. Eastern kings and royalty
sent heralds before them to clear away obstacles, make causeways over valleys, and level the
hills. A straight and level way must be prepared according to the ancient custom of building a
road to welcome a king or conqueror.

The message of John the Baptist is clear to all of us: PREPARE! So how does John make
straight the paths for the arrival of the Lord? John is not speaking about the holiday preparation
found at a shopping mall. If John came today, he would rail against the moral laxity of society.
His ultimate concern would be to bring back to God those who have strayed...those who have
replaced God with other interests. He would use strong language, but his motivation would be
love. John’s duty was to bring the people back to obedience to the law and to remove all self-
confidence, pride in national privileges, hypocrisy, and indifference and hostility to religion so
that the people would be ready for the coming of the Messiah. John was not afraid to be
courageous, faithful, and humble. He wasn’t afraid to be different. He wasn’t afraid to speak out
about injustice and he taught that repentance matters.

We remember two stories about John. The first is his ministry in the Jordan River and the
second is his death at the hand of Herod Antipas. Today, let’s focus on the ministry in the
Jordan River. People were intrigued by this unique personality that exposed their weaknesses.
He called the Pharisees a “brood of vipers,” directly connecting them to the serpent in the
Garden of Eden. People flocked to him from all over so he could baptize them, and they could
arise from the waters of the Jordan leaving their sins behind. This is a nice, inspiring story, but
how does it apply to us today? Do we have to travel to the Jordan River to relive the
experience? That is what we do on a pilgrimage...but where is the Jordan River in Johnstown?
You are sitting in the Jordan River right now. The Jordan River is the Church.



The Church is the Jordan River where we gather to worship God.

The Church is the Jordan River where we meet the Body and Blood Soul and Divinity of
Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.

The Church is the Jordan River where we gather to pray for our personal intentions as well
as the intentions of others. It is where we realize that finding Jesus is not difficult. He was never
lost...we were.

The Church is the Jordan River where we gather at the Table of the Lord and share in the
Breaking of the Bread.

The Church is the Jordan River where we come to be baptized and bring our newborn
children to receive the Baptism of the Lord.

The Church is the Jordan River where we come to repent and receive the words of
absolution so we can shed our sins as we leave the confessional.

The Church is the Jordan River where we develop a strong relationship with Jesus Christ
our Lord and Savior.

So, what has the Baptist taught us? If the Church is our Jordan River, what are we called to do?
John the Baptist taught us the basic principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He taught us about
justice, mercy, morality, fasting, prayer, repentance and confession of sins. He taught us about
baptism, resurrection, and judgement. John the Baptist sets an example for all of us to follow.
Even though his ministry only lasted 2 years, he did what he came to do and that was to exalt
Jesus Christ. He made sure that all of us that read about his life would know the importance

of us decreasing and Jesus increasing. John lived the example for all of us to follow. Let us put
John’s words into practice. Let us make sure that Jesus increases in all that we do... and our
life decreases. Let us make Jesus our number one priority. We need to go about exalting Jesus
in all that we do.

When John'’s followers stepped out of the Jordan River, their lives were changed. Today, when
we walk out of the church, our Jordan River, how will our lives be changed? Just as the Baptist
drew people from the four corners of the earth, we need to do the same and reach out in our
community and beyond...reach out wherever the love, mercy, and compassion of our Lord calls
us and leads us. Jesus must increase. That is our calling.



