
Homily Mark 10:17-30 

  

This is one of the most vivid stories in the Gospels. We can easily get caught up in the 

story and miss some important details. Note how the man came to Jesus and how 

Jesus received him. The man came running and knelt at the feet of Jesus. This is an 

amazing visual. This rich young aristocrat falls at the feet of the penniless prophet from 

Nazareth. It brings to mind what Nathanael said about Jesus, “Can anything good come 

from Nazareth?” Obviously, this rich young man thought so because he addresses 

Jesus as “Good teacher.” Not surprisingly, Jesus does not accept the flattery.  

  

There is a lesson here. It is clear that this young man came to Jesus filled with emotion. 

Jesus did two things that every homilist and every evangelist and teacher should 

remember and practice. First, Jesus was saying, “Stop and think. Don’t get carried 

away. Don’t get drawn to me by a moment of emotion.” Secondly, He was saying, “You 

cannot become a Christian by devotion to me. You must look at God.” Jesus never 

points to Himself. He always points to God and Jesus points to the gift God gave to 

us…the Commandments. Without hesitation, the man said he had kept them all. He 

never did any harm to anyone. That was perfectly true. But Jesus’ real question is, 

“What good have you done?” Actually, the question is more pointed: “With all your 

possessions, with all your wealth, with all you could give away, what positive good have 

you done to others? How much have you gone out of your way to help and comfort 

others?” Christianity consists in doing things and that is where this man and so many of 

us fail.  

  

Jesus confronts the man with a challenge. Take yourself and all that you have and 

spend everything on others, then you will find true happiness. Just as Jesus called the 

man in today’s Gospel to discipleship, He calls us to live service-filled lives. We can only 

do this if we recognize the gifts God has given us and use them…give them to others so 

that the true benefit of those gifts can be realized. Our very lives need to be an offering 

reflecting God’s love and mercy to us and through us to others. Throughout Christ’s 

ministry He healed, He taught, He prayed, and He forgave. And in the end, He gave 



His very life to others as He was crucified for the sake of all people. Now, we are called 

to build on His foundation. This is our Faith. 

 

Here is a story of a man who runs to Jesus.  He is drawn to Jesus. Jesus tells him that 

the way to "eternal life" is through discipleship.  Jesus invites the man to be a 

disciple.  "Come, follow me," Jesus says. The Gospel tells us that “Jesus, looking at 

him, loved Him.” There were many things in that look of Jesus. Jesus was not angry 

with him, He loved him too much for that. It was not the look of anger; it was the appeal 

of love. Jesus always looked at people through the eyes of love. In doing so, He gives 

the commandments a deeper dimension.  

  

Today’s Gospel makes it painfully clear that there is more to Christianity than just 

keeping the commandments. When we see people as Jesus saw them, we will not 

simply let them live, we will help them live. Jesus wants to pull us out of our comfortable 

and respectable settled lives into the adventure, yes, the adventure of being a real 

Christian. Jesus looks at us with the appeal of love, and with the challenge to have the 

courage of our convictions and boldly take up the Christian way. 

  

It is easy to view this Gospel story as a situation where attachments to material 

possessions are the central theme. The man was not willing to give up even 

the minimum of his possessions. He rejected the call. If we are to have great faith, we 

must be willing to give to life more than the minimal requirements. Increased faith 

comes from increased living. In every area of life, the more we give of ourselves, 

the stronger our faith becomes. The quality of our faith depends on the quality of our 

living. If we wish to have great faith we must go beyond the call of duty. If we wish to 

have an unshakable faith in God and a confident faith in others, we must 

get more involved in life. We are not called to be brilliant, but to be faithful. We 

are not called to be spectacular, but to be humble. We are not called to be successful, 

but to be servants. Faith is not about information. Faith is about transformation. Two 

thirds of the word God is “Go.”  Jesus said, “As my Father has sent Me, so I 

send you.”  GO! This is our Faith. 



  

Saint John Henry Newman ties this up nicely for us. He says, "Realize it, my brethren; 

—everyone who breathes, high and low, educated and ignorant, young and old, man 

and woman, has a mission, has a work. We are not sent into this world for nothing; we 

are not born at random; . . . God sees every one of us; He creates every soul, He 

lodges it in the body, one by one, for a purpose. He needs, He deigns to need, every 

one of us. He has an end for each of us; we are all equal in His sight, and we are placed 

in our different ranks and stations, not to get what we can out of them for ourselves, but 

to labor in them for Him. As Christ has His work, we too have ours; as He rejoiced to do 

His work, we must rejoice in ours also."— St. John Henry Newman 

 


