Homily: John 15:9-17

“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” Wow!
What amazing love God has for us! He wills for us eternal life! He could have let
us be lost in our sins, but He Himself came down to earth to save us from the
power of Satan, sin, and eternal death. This is the Good News of our Catholic
Faith! Jesus came to lay down His life for us. To quote Scott Hahn, “Jesus came
to pay a debt we could not pay.”

We live in a world that sells God’s love short. In chapter 3 of St. Paul’s second
letter to Timothy St. Paul says, “in the latter days there will be widespread
confusion about the Truth. People will be self-centered and lovers of money.
They will be proud, haughty, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
irreligious, and many will prefer fables and myths over the Truth of God.”

Are we in the final days before Jesus returns? Some say the signs St. Paul
speaks about are already here in full force. We have popular books and movies
today that deny that Jesus is God. Some say He was a good guy, a prophet,
someone who did many good deeds. They attack the teachings of the Catholic
Church as they try to assemble a softer, more “user friendly” church model to
follow. Yes, many of these books and movies are works of “fiction”, but there is
an agenda behind them of calling into question all that we hold dear as
Catholics. These works which all of us come across at some point, can

plant doubts in our minds, especially in the young whose faith is not fully
developed. All this confusion about the origins of our Catholic Faith only occurs
if we lose sight of the true nature of God’s love. Faith is not just a pious wish. We
should pray for an increase in the supernatural virtue of Faith because itis a
spiritual gift that connects us directly to God. To grow in the virtue of Faith we
must be willing to study our Faith in a serious way. It is time to crack open the
Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic Church to find the truth of what The
Catholic Church teaches and why.

The Catholic Church teachings are not something made up by clever human
beings “back in the day.” They are the gift of the Deposit of Faith given by God
Himself in the person of Jesus Christ. Our gift of Faith is guided and protected by
the Holy Spirit through the teaching authority of the Church to lead us into all



Truth—down to our present day—and continuing until Jesus returns in glory. That
is the real deal! The bride of Jesus is the Church. He wants to draw all of us to His
Sacred Heart as we are all called to an intimate union of love with Him in our
souls.

Is God’s love for us too good to be true? | recently attended a discussion group
where Jesus was the topic. We looked at the secular challenges to our faith,
such as: Jesus couldn’t really be God. God can’t love the human race that much
to actually take on human nature and a human body, mind, and heart and be
willing to suffer and die to save us from our sins. No way! This must be all made
up. Jesus didn’t really rise from the dead, so that we too could someday rise
from the dead - that is too good to be true! He doesn’t really give us His Body,
Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Holy Eucharist; itis just a symbol of the Last
Supper, right? Does God love us that much to remain with us in all the
Tabernacles throughout the world? Does He actually forgive our sins in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation? Our discussion group determined that this
thinking is all a reflection of a deep spiritual despair that many people suffer
from, including many Catholics... putting limits on God’s love. Yet at the same
time the human soul longs for God and so many of the same people crave some
kind of “spirituality;” but often one that will not make serious moral and spiritual
demands on them. The Catholic faith in all its dimensions is seen as too
demanding, especially morally, and so some people look for something a bit
easier on the human level. They want all the mystery and intrigue of religion
without the conversion of life the Gospel and the Catholic Faith callsustoin a
radical way. In this worldview Jesus is made into our fallen image instead of us
being molded into the true image of Jesus in holiness of life. We are at the
crossroads: faced with many decisions. Which way are we going to go? Are we
going to allow God to prune us spiritually and to mold us into the image of Jesus,
or are we going to reduce Jesus to our own fallen nature? The choice is ours and
our eternal destiny depends on it, whether we realize it right now or not.

It all goes back to love, the focal point of today’s Gospel. There is a movie called
“The Chosen.” Many have seen it and have been drawn closer to Christ because
of it. Think about the title, “The Chosen.” What are we chosen for? We are
chosen for Joy. The Christian life is not easy, the journey is hard, but there is joy
in doing the right thing. It is true that we are all sinners but in Christ we are




redeemed and therein lies the joy. How can anyone fail to be joyful when walking
on the path with Christ? When walking with Christ, our joy is complete.

We are chosen for Love. We are sent into the world to love one another. In the
world we currently live in, it looks like we were sent into the world to
compete...to debate and argue with one another. The commandment Jesus gives
us is atall order, “Love one another as | have loved you.” If we were to ask Him
today, “What right do you have to demand this?” His answer will be, “No one can
show greater love than to lay down his life for his friends—and | did that!” Jesus
gives us a commandment that He himself fulfilled first. Jesus called us to be His
friends. He tells His disciples that He no longer calls them slaves; He calls them
friends. Jesus calls us to be His friends and in doing so, He offers an intimacy
with God that no man, not even the greatest had enjoyed before Jesus came into
the world. To be called by Jesus to be a friend of God is a tremendous invitation.
It means we no longer have to gaze at God from far off. Jesus gave us this
intimacy with God so that He is no longer a distant stranger...He is our close
friend. He is always available to us.

We were chosen to be ambassadors...to go out and bear fruit. God did not
choose us to live a life retired from the world. He chose us to represent Him in
the world...to make a difference. We are chosen to enter into an intimate
conversation with God...a real dialogue...we are called to prayer. As we
approach the table of the Lord today, let our prayer be that we are all filled with
the gift of God’s love and accept the challenge to bear fruit, to spread it not just
to our community, but to the world. It is then that we will be answering Christ’s
call to “Love one another as | have loved you.”




