
Palm Sunday 2024 
  

There are two names for today: Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday. We begin with an 

upbeat Gospel recounting the preparation for Passover and Jesus’ triumphant entry into 

the holy city of Jerusalem. Crowds followed Jesus wherever He went. They hung on His 

every word. They brought their sick and infirm to Him for healing. He fed thousands 

from just 5 loaves of bread and two fish. He restored sight to the blind and hearing to 

the deaf. Now, He enters Jerusalem to a tumultuous reception. Jesus knew exactly 

what He was doing. He controlled every aspect of His Passion and Death.  

  

Donkeys are symbols of humbleness, and by choosing one, Jesus showed his humility 

and selflessness. This fulfilled Zechariah’s Old Testament prophecy, “Exult greatly, O 

daughter Zion! Shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem! Behold: your king is coming to you, 

a just savior is he, Humble, and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey (Zech 

9:9).” Donkeys were portrayed in Scripture as symbols of service, humility, suffering, 

and peace. Entering Jerusalem on a donkey meant that Jesus was a humble servant, 

not a political leader or warrior. The use of palm branches symbolized victory and 

peace. The people were in a frenzy because they thought Jesus came to defeat the 

Romans and restore Jerusalem to the golden years of King David and King Solomon. 

As soon as the realization set in that Jesus was not a military Messiah, the tide began to 

turn. The triumphant cries of “Hosanna” turned to the deafening shouts of “Crucify 

Him.”  

Jesus was not surprised. He knew the human mind and heart all too well. He was not 

fooled by all the acclamations and fanfare. Flattery could not swell His head. He had no 

ambition for worldly glory. His words had mesmerized the crowd, intrigued Herod, and 

even made Pontius Pilate stop and think. At His trial, He said very little: He was 

strangely silent. This was to fulfill what the prophet Isaiah told us, “Like a Lamb led to 

the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers, he was silent and opened not his mouth 

(Is 537b).” Everything that happened in these fateful hours fulfilled Sacred Scripture. 

Today is an opportunity for us to meditate on the week that is before us…an opportunity 

to prepare us for Christ’s greatest sermon.  

Although Jesus was silent, He was going to speak. He was destined to preach His 

greatest sermon on Good Friday…but the message was not to be delivered in words. 

The language of this sermon was to be “body language” and He preached from the 



most powerful pulpit in the world…the Wood of the Cross. Jesus showed us that “I love 

you” was not so much something you say but something you demonstrate. His gift of 

love is so powerful that it melts hearts, opens the barred gates of paradise, and makes 

all things new.  

As we enter this sacred week, we need to focus on the Cross…reflect on the 

Cross…meditate on the Cross…and in the silence of our hearts we will hear Him 

preach, “This is my body given up for you. This is my blood, poured out for you. 

 


