Good Friday 2024
John 18:1-19:42

We saw the events of today coming in the weeks leading up to this day.

Jesus regularly debated the Pharisees who distorted the Law for their own benefit, and
they constantly looked for ways to accuse Him of blasphemy and eventually condemn
Him to death. Now, their ultimate plan was realized as they looked up at Him on the
Cross. Jesus, a man always on the move, is nailed to the cross and He is robbed of His
freedom of movement. His hands that had distributed blessings, are held fast to the
cross; His feet, that tirelessly walked the hills and valleys covering the countryside in
search of sinners, can move no more; His head, being bowed down under the weight of
the crown of thorns, is incapable of further movement. Hanging on the cross, Jesus
appeared to be powerless to do anything for His people.

But don’t be fooled by appearances! Our souls...our souls are so valuable that Satan
works tirelessly to pursue them, and Jesus, the King of Kings, left His heavenly throne
to lay down His life for them. He came down from heaven to save all that the Father
gave Him. His heart is still unconquered. It still beats with love for His tormentors; His
eyes, too, are free and are raised pleadingly to His Father. Through the cooperation of
the Jewish leaders, Satan thought he finally silenced Jesus. Nothing could be further
from the truth. Christ’s tongue is unfettered, and He speaks from the cross; "Father
forgive them, they do not know what they are doing." It is, without question, a
magnificent prayer. Jesus desired that His Heavenly Father would forgive the very
people who were performing the crucifixion. Amid the turmoil of mockery and
blasphemy, Jesus prays that His murderers may be forgiven! His loving heart does not
cry out for vengeance,; it cries out for pardon; it cries out for forgiveness.

Christ’s prayer was personal. Although He has been horribly mistreated, He raises
His voice in prayer for the benefit of those who are mocking Him as He suffers
unspeakable torture. If anyone had the right not to forgive, it was Jesus. If anyone had
the right to lash out in anger, it was Jesus. If anyone had the right to feel unjustly
persecuted, it was Jesus. Yet even though the Roman soldiers do not

express any remorse in front of Him, He prays for them. He does not remember that it
is through His enemies that He is suffering, He only remembers that He is suffering and
dying for His enemies, and He prays that even for them, His Precious Blood may not be
shed in vain.

Christ’s prayer was prophetic. His prayer for His transgressors was prophesied
hundreds of years earlier by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “he surrendered himself



to death, was counted among the transgressors, Bore the sins of many, and interceded
for the transgressors.” Looking through the lens of time, Isaiah saw our Savior hanging
on the tree at Calvary; further cementing His claim of Son-ship as foretold by the
prophets. By fulfilling this prophecy and so many others, the stamp of Christ’s divinity
seals forever why the angels in glory sing around the heavenly throne, “Holy, Holy,
Holy, is the Lord God Almighty.”

"Eather forgive them, they do not know what they are doing." These eleven words of our
Lord on the cross show us that He is the Redeemer of all humanity; that He is the Son of
God; for even on the cross, His Divine Dignity never left Him as He speaks as a Son to
His Heavenly Father. The consciousness of His Divine Dignity never left Him even when
He was brought to His lowest point. This shows us the infinite love of Jesus not just for
us but for His enemies.

Today, our Blessed Lord teaches us not only by His words but also by His example, that
we should “love our enemies, do good to them that hate us, and pray for them that
persecute us.” As Jesus hung on the cross, it transformed from a cross of death to the
cross of life, shooting forth sprigs of the new life to come. Even in His agony, Jesus hears
the confession of a thief, gives him absolution, and a promise of what that absolution will
mean for his soul...a new life in Paradise...Communion with God for eternity. One of
Jesus’ last acts before His earthly death is a healing.

In today's world, some may not place much value on the cross. To some, it may just be
a fashion statement to wear around their necks. To others, it may just be a significant
part of Jewish history, and to others, it symbolizes death and destruction. To an atheist,
it is merely an ancient relic from the past. But to the Christian, to the Christian, the cross
takes on a different meaning. The cross is the symbol of salvation and redemption. To
the Christian, the cross is the symbol of hope in an otherwise hopeless world. To the
Christian, the cross symbolizes God's promise of Eternal Life, the life-giving fountain,
the throne from which Christ reigns. The lance that was thrust into Christ’s side to
ensure that He was dead brought life as it gave birth to His Church—His Church that
nothing, no calamity, no pandemic, and not even Satan can destroy.

What else is Jesus doing in His last moments? He is caring for His mother, Mary. Even
helpless on the cross, He is caring for her. Jesus understood both the love of a parent
and the love for a parent. From His throne on the cross, Jesus places the beloved disciple
into the care of His Blessed Mother. The Beloved Disciple, John, represents us, and so,
my brothers and sisters in Christ, Mary is not only given to John but also given to us. She
is now our mother. She stands at the foot of our crosses, walks our road with us, comforts




us during our trials and tribulations and lifts us into the embrace of her Son. Her
motherhood of us is ordained by God and commanded from the cross with the same voice
that told of the plan of salvation in the Garden of Eden. Jesus gives us to His mother, and
Mary responds as she did to the angel Gabriel, as she did to every desire of God. Without
hesitation, Mary’s heart says, "Let it be done to me according to your will."

Jesus feels the pain of abandonment and cries out, “My God, My God, why have you
abandoned me?” In the midst of terrible physical pain, abandoned by all but His mother
and a few friends, and facing His imminent death; when it would be almost impossible for
anyone to think clearly, He is still in relationship with Abba, His Father. Jesus understands
not only our bodily suffering but also our spiritual suffering in these feelings of
abandonment. He was like us in all things except sin and experienced all that we suffer.
Jesus reminds us that when we struggle in our spiritual life, when we wonder where God
is, when we pray in doubt and darkness, and even when we are close to despair, we are
praying to someone who is fully human and fully divine, to someone who understands us
at our deepest core. Jesus calls out, “| am thirsty.” Immediately we think like the soldiers
and want to give Him sustenance...we want to give Him something to drink. But on a
deeper level, Jesus is thirsting for relationship, thirsting for love. He is thirsting for souls.
Jesus wants us to pray with Him; not just because He is all knowing, all loving, and all
compassionate. At the Last Supper, He spoke of the New Covenant, the New
Relationship. He wants a relationship with us. He wants a relationship with us so much
that He came down from heaven and suffered physically for us. Jesus thirsts for
relationship with each and every one of us.

Finally, the great work entrusted by the Father to His Son is consummated and Jesus
calls out, “It is finished! Father, into Your hands | commend my Spirit” and with those
words, He bowed His head and died. That which the Scriptures foretold, is now
accomplished! Jesus Christ was born in poverty and humility, lived a life of toil and
hardship, poverty and persecution for thirty-three years, and at the end of it died a painful
and disgraceful death. Those eyes that beamed with gentleness and kindness are shut;
that mouth that spoke comfort to the afflicted and peace to all men is closed; those hands
that bestowed benefits and blessings to all who approached Him are powerless; those
feet that left traces of blessings wherever they went are still. The Good Shepherd has
given His life for His sheep; the true Paschal Lamb has been slain, has delivered us from
the slavery of sin, and opened to us the Gates of Paradise. He gave Himself over to a
violent death in the very prime of His life to redeem us from sin and eternal death, and to
win for us grace and eternal life. The guiltless died for the guilty. The most Holy died for
the sinner. As our beloved Lord breathed back His Spirit to the Father, the heavens shook,
the sun went dark, rocks were split. The entire world was all but shattered. And while all



things shuddered and heaved in the earthquake, leaving everyone reeling in fear, His
divine soul ascended, giving life and strength to all.

Jesus gave of Himself in His public ministry and gave of Himself completely on the cross.
And that is what we are called to do; to give ourselves completely to God. The more we
give of ourselves, the more we learn who we are. The more we give of ourselves, the
fuller lives we will lead. The more we embrace the will of God, our voices will join as one
with Jesus in saying, Father, into your hands we commend our Spirits. As we reverence
the cross today, let us remember that we belong to Christ. He has died for us, "By His
stripes, we are healed." Let us reflect that for every crucifixion; there is going to be a
resurrection. For every day of despair, there is going to be a ray of hope. For every bitter
defeat, there is going to be a sweet victory. For every dark midnight, there is going to be
a golden daybreak because at the foot of the cross, there is strength for the weak,
acceptance for the outcast, assurance for the anxious, and comfort for the lonely. Jesus’
prayer was personal, prophetic, and finally, it was a priority...forgive them. With His very
last breath He gives us the Divine Model to follow...FORGIVE.

Come now, let us draw near to the cross where there is no place of greater work, no place
of greater sacrifice, no place of greater mercy, and no place of greater love.

| hope you have a blessed Easter.
Deacon Michael



