Homily John 2:13-25

Today we see an image of Jesus that is in stark contrast to the meek and mild picture of
Jesus that has been put in our minds since childhood. Jesus is angry. Here is the Jesus
of our faith who told His disciples to turn the other cheek, who was meek and humble of
heart. Today, that same Jesus lunges through the Temple. He has made a whip out of
cords and is cracking it hard across the tables of the moneychangers and vendors. He is
driving out animals, turning over tables, spilling thousands of coins all over the floor, and
screaming at the top of His lungs. It is a scene of chaos. The moneychangers were
scrambling for the coins that were flying in the air and rolling on the ground.

Doves were fluttering overhead, and sheep and oxen were roaming free. Other vendors
were rolling up their wares and running off...trying to escape the angry glance of Christ
and the cracking whip in His hand. Actually, the business being transacted was normal.
The Temple tax had to be paid. Animals for Temple sacrifice had to be purchased.
Pilgrims arrived from all over the world with all kinds of coins. The coins of the day all had
Roman images on them and were unacceptable for Temple use. If the moneychangers
had been straightforward, they would have been fulfilling an honest and necessary
purpose of exchanging the Roman coins for Temple coins that had no image. But they
couldn’t resist the temptation of increasing their commission above the normal rate. They
took advantage of the people. Vendors gouged the poorest of the poor with no concern
for life’s difficulties. What began as a religious practice turned into a lucrative but
dishonest business. We tend to focus only on the people being ripped-off as a reason for
Christ's anger and actions, but there were at least three reasons why Jesus acted as He
did...why there was anger in His heart.

First, God’s house was being desecrated. Jesus knew the hearts of the vendors. He knew
they had little time for God; little concern for the Temple...they had reduced it to a public
marketplace and the marketplace was blocking the entrance to the Temple where the
Word of God could be heard. The vendors had less interest in His message and less
respect for the Temple. In the Temple, there was worship without reverence; worship
without realizing the holiness of God; worship interrupted by conversations and
arguments about prices, disputes about coins, and the clatter of the marketplace.
Secondly, Jesus acted as He did in order to show that animal sacrifice was irrelevant.
The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Hosea, and the Psalms all spoke of God not wanting
animal sacrifice. Jesus longs for us to move beyond the idea of sacrifice—what we feel



obligated to give up to be perceived as religious. He wants us to get our hearts involved,
He wants us involved in other people's lives, so the word sacrifice drops out of our
vocabulary, and that all we know is the passion to love others as He loves us. The heart
of God desires mercy. Mercy is kindness, forgiveness, and empathy. Mercy sees a hurting
heart and through God’s healing grace brings His comfort and compassion. There is a
third reason why Jesus acted as He did. Mark has an addition to his Gospel that no one
else adds. Mark adds: “My house shall be a house of prayer for all peoples.”

The Temple consisted of a series of courts leading into the Temple proper and the Holy
of Holies. First, there was the Court of the Gentiles. This was reserved for the non-Jews.
That would be US. Then there was the Court of the Women, followed by the Court of the
Israelites, and then the Court of the Priests. All the buying and selling was going on in the
Court of the Gentiles the only place where we could come to hear the Word of God. If
there was a Gentile whose heart was touched by God, he might come to the Court of the
Gentiles to meditate and pray. The Temple authorities and the Jewish traders crowded
the Court and turned the Court of the Gentiles into an uproar where no one could pray.
The conduct in the Temple court closed off those seeking the presence of God. For Jesus,
worshiping God was the center of life. He knew that worship rekindles our hope, reenlists
us for service, renews our confidence, and restores our perspective. Worship restores
our joy, releases our anxieties, and reconnects us with God. Anything that broke that link
would anger Him. Anything that breaks that link should anger us.

The Temple needed radical cleaning at that moment, and once in a while, so do our lives.
That is what Lent is all about. Our lives need cleaning just like our homes and offices do.
With the passage of time, excess baggage, useless junk, and dust balls begin to
accumulate. We can see that in our closets. One day they were neat; then we added
some extra coat hangers, stored some extra gifts and boxes, and put items in the closet
that we thought we might throw out one day. Just as our closet and the Temple in Old
Jerusalem became cluttered, our lives get cluttered in ways we never expected. There
are merchants and moneychangers that need to be driven out of the Temple of our lives.
There are imperfections that grew into sins; small omissions that became major areas of
neglect; personal preoccupations that ripened into indifference to others; temptations that
became sinful behaviors, more focus on the material things of the world rather than the
spiritual things of God. Yes, Lent calls us to do some cleaning. Lent charges into our lives
once a year, overturning our tables. Jesus uses Lent to challenge us to think about our
interests, our positions, and our transgressions. He urges us to examine the way we live



and examine the integrity of our relationship with God. During Lent, we may uncover
obstacles that keep us from living our faith as God desires. It is a time to focus on
removing those obstacles.

Jesus asks, “What is this doing in your life? Get it out! It's blocking your path to me!” Then,
He hands us the whip of cords so we can drive the obstacles away, those things in the
Temple of our hearts that need “driving out.” He gives us the grace of this season of Lent
to help us clean out the Temple of our lives to make them a place where Christ is at home
and not a stranger, where Christ is at home and not an intruder. During Lent we turn from
the temporal and focus on the spiritual.

Today's Gospel paints a clear picture for us. We are being kept from God, being driven
further and further away from His loving words by a world of overconsumption and self-
interest. The cleansing of the Temple was certainly dramatic and an example for us to be
dramatic and decisive. The picture of Jesus cleansing the Temple is a reminder of what
we should be doing to drive out whatever is crowding the court of our souls so that we
can hear Christ's message and understand it. We need to be clearing the doorway to our
hearts to be open to His message and welcome it; we need to clear our minds to embrace
His teachings so we can live life to the fullest. Once we clean our courtyards and our
hearts are suddenly open, God—who has always longed for such an opening—
immediately rushes in and takes His rightful place, filling us with grace and washing us in
His merciful love. He rushes in so that we can rekindle the flame of His love and enter
into the relationship He truly desires from each and every one of us.



