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“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do Him
homage.” Few New Testament stories have captured our imaginations like that of the Magi. Over
the centuries we have expanded the story that only Matthew tells us. We have decided there
were three Magi. Sometimes we call them Wise Men. Others call them astrologers since they
studied the stars in the heavens. We have made them kings. We have given them camels; and
we have given them names: Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. The very charm of the story may
cause us to miss the point Matthew was trying to make when he told it. Matthew was highlighting
the contrast between the Jewish and the Gentile reaction to the birth of the Messiah. The Jewish
leaders, just a few miles away from Bethlehem, had the Scriptures to guide them. The Magi,
traveling a long distance from the East, followed a star. These Gentiles, these pagan astrologers,
with only partial information about a Jewish Messiah, set off on a journey of faith to find the
Christ, the King of the Jews; a journey which is estimated to be between 500-1000 miles. We
don’t know exactly how long it took them, but that is not the point. We know these Magi only
had partial knowledge about the Scriptures and the Jewish Messiah—otherwise they would have
known to look for the infant in Bethlehem; but they had faith and took the long and difficult
journey to seek out the Christ Child by following a star. Herod was only 6 miles away and didn’t
have a clue that the Son of God left His heavenly home and entered the world right under His
nose.

The Jews thought the promised Messiah was only for them, not the Gentiles. The Messiah was
supposed to deliver the Jews from their oppressors, and yet the message of the Magi story is that
God was calling them...calling Gentiles...calling non-Jews, to the Christ. These Wise Men were on
a mission, to find the newborn King of the Jews and worship Him. In doing so, they teach us four
things. First, what is fascinating about these men is what they have to teach us about God; God
is about relationship. The Wise Men didn’t share the religion of the Jews. They were Magi, which
was a combination of a learned scientist and a cultic astrologer. They knew science as well as
magic. They were the academics, the scientific intellectuals of their time; but they were still
magician/astrologers, which were practices specifically forbidden by God. What this tells us is
that God never abandons anyone. If God can reach the ancient pagan Gentile astrologers, He can
reach any person who may think they have strayed too far from Him. God never gives up on
anyone and He uses whatever means He can to draw all people to Christ.

| think the second thing the Wise Men teach us is that God wants us to persistently seek Him. By
that | mean we must persist in seeking out Christ with the purpose of becoming one with Him.
There is a huge movement today to have a deeper relationship with Jesus. This movement is not
new, it began with the Wise Men from the East! Our Gospel story parallels our lives today. Finally,
the “light bulb” has turned on and now we are trying to catch up! The danger we fall into is
thinking that by knowing about Jesus we have covered all the bases. In reality, we are just
scratching the surface. Knowing the historical Jesus is a start but it is in knowing the Divine Jesus
that we make the spiritual connection that leads to Eternal Life. The truth is, we can have all the
surface knowledge of the Bible and the Commandments and still miss what the Christian faith is
all about; the Christian faith is a journey. Like the Wise Men, we are seeking Christ with the desire




to follow Him. The Wise Men traveled hundreds of miles to worship the Christ; the religious
leaders couldn’t take the time to travel six miles to seek out and worship the newborn babe. They
were more concerned about laws and rituals than they were about a relationship with God. Jesus
was six miles away and the scholars didn’t know it! They had more important things to worry
about then waste their valuable time...but they were still concerned. They knew that the birth of
the Messiah was going to change everything.

The third lesson we learn is that we need to worship Christ. Once the Magi reached Jesus, we
learn that the first thing they did was worship Him, just like the shepherds who had already visited
Jesus and worshipped by singing praises to God. The night Jesus was born was the night of the
very first Praise and Worship liturgy! Matthew tells us that “On coming to the house, they saw
the child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him...” The Magi offered
valuable gifts, but the most valuable gift was the time they spent worshipping Him. They came a
distance to spend time in worship; they came the distance not because they were drawn just by
curiosity, not because they felt an obligation. They were drawn because God wanted his Son to
be for everyone. There was something about Jesus that brought these men to their knees...There
was something about this Christ-Child that caused them to want to give Him gifts. There was
something about this Jesus that caused them to want to give Him the very best they had.

The fourth lesson is that we need to continue to be open to God’s Spirit. The Magi obeyed God'’s
direction by not returning to Herod. The journey to the Christ and their reward of faith had taught
them to remain open to God’s leading. There is never a point in our lives when we can say that
we’ve arrived in the sense that we’ve got the Christian life all figured out. We need to seek Christ,
we need to worship Him, but this isn’t a one-time event. If we are going to have a relationship
with Christ, we too must continue to remain open to God’s leading. Even though the Wise Men
had found the Christ-Child and had worshipped Him, they weren’t finished. It wasn’t, “Okay | did
my duty, I’'m glad that’s over let’s get back to regular life.” Their seeking God didn’t end with
meeting Christ. They continued to remain open to God. The point is clear for us. Just because we
have sought Christ, and found Him, doesn’t mean we are at the end of our journey. It is only the
beginning. God wants us to be open to the leadings of His Holy Spirit. It may not be in a dream as
it was with the Magi, but God still speaks to us to lead us away from danger and to stay focused
on His plan; to let us know where we need to be, and where we should not be... but we have to
be open to Him. We have to be willing to listen to Him through prayer, and through His Word
written in Sacred Scripture. We must be careful we don’t find ourselves in the shoes of Herod
and the religious community of that time who claimed they wanted to meet the Christ and
worship Him but were only interested in their own selfish agenda.

| find it easy to picture the scene of the Magi’s visit in this way; One of the men, his face radiant
with adoration, timidly moves forward and asks Mary, “May | hold the baby?” And Mary, smiling,
gently places the baby in the old man’s arms. Adoration has led him to the most exquisite human
contact imaginable—to hold the Divine Lord in his human hands!

Doesn’t this scene suggest our Eucharistic celebration? We adore Christ present in our assembly,
in the Word of God proclaimed, in the priest at the altar, in the consecrated bread and wine. But



there comes a moment when we imitate what the Magi must have done. We come forward to
receive Christ...with one hand cradling the other, slightly elevated, a human throne on which to
place the King of Kings. The Church, through her ministers, responds like Mary, carefully placing
the Divine Lord into our hands.

Each one of us should be like a star: a bright and constant witness to Christ’s love. Our example,
our words, our actions, should reflect Christ. How can we be more like Him? Which relationship,
which habit, which activity in our lives need to be enhanced right now? We all know our
weaknesses. The Holy Spirit knows our weaknesses. As we receive Christ in the Eucharist, we
need to ask Him to show us how to strengthen our souls to reflect our oneness with Him. During
our mission last month, we prayed, “Jesus, | surrender...come Holy Spirit, | belong to you.” Those
are the words of relationship.

Scripture tells us that the Magi offered three gifts as they worshipped. | would like to suggest
they offered five gifts. The first gift of course is gold, a treasure deserving of a king. The gold
represented Christ’s royalty. The second gift, frankincense, was a fragrant scent offered up to
God during worship. This gift of frankincense represented Christ’s divinity and also represents
our prayers rising to the throne of God. The third gift, myrrh, was used as an oil to prepare a
body for burial. In fact, myrrh was used to prepare Christ’s body before it was placed in the tomb.
It was a gift symbolizing the preservation of life after death. It was a gift for a Savior who would
die for us all. Then there was the fourth gift. | think the fourth gift was time. The Magi traveled a
long distance for many months. They were not concerned about the length of their trip. Although
Sacred Scripture doesn’t tell us, | doubt they were concerned about the length of time they spent
in worship. They were focused on a deep desire to be one with the Christ-Child. They were
giving themselves as a gift. The gift of time is one of the most important things we can give to
Jesus. Jesus is so impressed by this gift of time that He promises us: “... where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.” Then, there was one last gift
that the Wise Men gave Jesus. They gave Him the gift of a changed life. Once we come into the
true presence of Jesus, He changes everything about us if we let Him. Again, the word
“relationship” comes to mind.

The journey of the Magi is one we take every time we come to Mass. Like the Magi who arrived
in Jerusalem where the words of the prophets were consulted, we come here to hear the words
of the prophets, apostles, and evangelists. Like the Magi, we finally arrive at the place where
the Lord is to be found—in the sacrament of His Body and Blood. And like the Magi, we return
home a little more transformed as we continue to grow into being the Body of Christ because
the relationship begins in the heart, the heart we present to Jesus at the altar of sacrifice.



