
Homily John 1:35-42 (With Samuel 3:3b-10, 19) 
  

At first glance, we would think that the common thread of today’s Scripture is vocations, but I 

would like to press that further and suggest that the common thread that runs through today’s 

Scripture readings is “discipleship.”  

 

A disciple is someone who follows the teachings, life, and aims of another until the person 

becomes like the master, the teacher they are following. Discipleship in the Christian sense is 

the process of making someone become like Christ…become like Christ in everything.  

 

If Samuel lived today, I wonder if he would have heard God’s call. Our lives are filled…or should 

I say cluttered…with voice mail, email, pagers, cell phones, text messages, and many more 

communication methods that seek us out every minute of every day. We travel down the 

information highway at lightning speed with no way to make a U-turn. God must wonder at 

times, “Is anyone home? Is anyone listening?”  

 

Well, today, we meet Samuel.” He learned the art of listening when he was in bed one night…in 

the stillness and quiet of the night. Because of our need for constant information, some of us are 

never quiet and would never pay attention to the message like Samuel did. Samuel is 

courageous. The one whose name means "One who listens," responds and says, "Speak Lord, 

for your servant is listening." These are dangerous words…why? Because our words should 

turn into actions. Samuel is answering God’s call, and the call will definitely turn into actions.  

 

Our reading says that Samuel served Eli in the Temple. This was not the famous Jerusalem 

Temple because that had not been built yet. This Temple was a local shrine in Shiloh. It was a 

very holy place. People brought their sacrifices and their prayers to this sacred place. Here they 

could find the light of God. It was a place where they received the Word of God and a place 

where God was honored.  

  

In John's Gospel, we are at another holy place…the Jordan River. People came to this holy 

place to follow God’s call, to serve the Lord, to receive God in a way they never expected. The 

Gospel speaks of two men but initially only identifies Andrew. The conversation between these 

two men and Jesus touches at the heart of discipleship. There are two levels of meaning here. 

The conversation is much more than a cordial invitation. In John's Gospel, we read, "Come and 

you will see," and they “stayed” with Him. Jesus always tells us that He “stays” with the Father 

and the Father with Him. John uses the same language…the same verbs: “to stay” and “to see.” 



This is the call of Jesus, and this call will make a difference. Jesus is inviting them; Jesus invites 

us, on a journey, not to a holy place, but to a person…Himself. “Come and see.” Come and 

discover God’s will for our lives. Like the two followers of Christ, to "stay" with Jesus means to 

enter a new communion of life, a deep relationship with the Son and the Father, brought about 

by the Holy Spirit. It's more than a visit; it's a homecoming! 

  

We, too, come to a holy place whenever we enter the church. Right here in the Father's house, 

we have come to serve, to call upon Jesus in prayer, to spend time with Him in the Tabernacle 

that is lit with the Light of God. It is here that we hear the call of God and listen for the voice of 

our Lord. But sometimes, the church building is not always recognized as the holy place that it is 

because we have become too familiar with it. We sometimes visit daily and sometimes weekly 

to go through the same ritual, the same devotions, and it becomes all too stale. We may not feel 

prepared, or up to the challenge God has in mind for us, but we should never forget that no call 

ever comes without the guarantee of grace. Our God is a God of many surprises, so we must be 

open and willing to hear Him and answer His call from wherever, in whomever, and whenever it 

may come.  

  

In the two stories, one of God calling Samuel in the night and the other, Jesus calling Andrew, 

who brings Peter to Jesus for the first time, we see something of the dynamics of discipleship 

that continue today. Some people are called directly by God, like Samuel. Others are brought to 

the Lord by people like Andrew. Most of us were baptized as infants and brought to the church 

by others. We were encouraged by others to follow Christ in everything we do.  As we grew in 

the faith, the Lord was calling us through others as surely as He called Samuel in the middle of 

the night.   

  

Paul takes us a little deeper. He reminds us that the Temple need only be our own body. Paul is 

very clear when writing to the Corinthians. God dwells within us. In our very bodies, God is 

honored. In our very bodies, God is heard. The holy place is this baptized body, all of us in one 

holy place together. The baptized Body of Christ, the sacred place of God's call, is the entire 

community of faith.  

  

When we are struggling to hear the cries from God, we can listen more closely to the cries of 

the rest of the body. The cries for help, the cries for ministry that come from the community we 

call the Body of Christ. We may be ready like the boy, Samuel, and jump right up to serve. We 

may be prepared as Andrew and Peter were to embrace the teachings of Jesus and spread the 

Good News to the world. Whatever our position, whatever our action, let us pray today to be 



strengthened by this food before us. Whether we are physically receiving Communion or making 

a Spiritual Communion, let us pray that we will rise to follow the Spirit of Christ like Samuel.  

 

God is born among us. He lives among us. As a community of believers, let us go and find Him. 

Together as a community of believers, let us tend the light of our baptism. Let us hear the word 

of the Lord and let us honor our God. He desires… He expects nothing less. So let us step back 

from our world of noise. Let us stop pushing Him away or making Him wait until our schedule 

has an opening. In the difficult times we are facing, we need to hear His call, and He needs to 

witness our acceptance. It is here and now that we must listen to and follow the Lord. If we are 

attentive to our heart's promptings, we will be given the insight needed to recognize what is 

happening: God is calling us. We follow Christ's invitation, and we head out into a new way of 

life: "Where do you live? Come and you will see." We no longer belong to ourselves. As 

disciples, we belong to the Body of Christ. We are now part of His mission. Like Andrew, let us 

go out to the world and spread the Good News. “We have found the one we have been looking 

for.”  
 


