Homily Matthew 16:13-20 — “Who do you say that | am?”

Jesus was never bound by public opinion like we are today...but He was interested in it.
On this occasion He wanted to know what people thought about Him. He cut through
any political correctness. If wokeness existed, He would have none of it. His interest
was not only a matter of curiosity, He saw it as a way to measure the effectiveness of
His message. Were the people really getting the message or were they just hearing
words?

The disciples were never at a loss for tossing out answers. In effect they said, “people
are saying a lot of things about you. There are many theories out there as to who you
are. To some people you are John the Baptist risen from the dead. Others think you are
the reincarnation of Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” It was obvious that the
people didn’'t have a clue as to who He was and since they didn’t know Him or
understand Him, His entire mission was in question.

Then Jesus made the question more pointed and personal: “But who do you say that |
am?” | bet you could hear a pin drop! Peter, always the first one to jump in (and not
always with the best response), this time hits a home run with the bases loaded. He
says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

How does Jesus respond? Jesus had to be surprised at the answer because He spoke
the only beatitude for a single individual and said, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Heavenly Father.”

This is called the confession of Peter and it is extremely important. Peter was and is an
important and vital figure in the Church...but the Scriptures also tell many negatives
about him. He is obviously quite a flawed character who denied His Lord at a critical
moment. At times Peter was insensitive and at other times he created a fair amount of
stress for Jesus. His name meant “rock,” someone who was strong and firm, but many
times he was a shaky rock...a poor foundation at best. Certainly not a secure base for
the future building of the Church. However, today he is heroic, courageous, confident,
and competent. What does that tell us? It tells us that God apparently uses persons we
would least expect to proclaim the Gospel and build the Kingdom. It also tells us that
there is an importance in confessing Christ. Those who confess Christ as Peter did are
blessed by God and called to continue the work of His Son.



This particular story about Peter forces us to realize how the unlikeliest people may
teach us and touch us with the power of God. God works in mysterious ways, and He
never ceases to surprise us. God often uses the powerless and the voiceless to prod
us, to awaken us, to enlarge our vision and alter our perspectives. He leads us in a
variety of directions to bring His will into the light of day.

| see this through our Masses, prayers, and devotions that are posted on our website.
People around the world have been moved by our efforts to bring the Mass to their
doorstep. What began as a solution to reach out during the pandemic, continues today.
We are coming up on 3-years of reaching out and spreading the Good News all over the
world. We have made many good friends and have been with them in good times and in
bad times. We have seen poverty at the deepest levels. | have spoken with people who
get together to share a bag of rice because now, the economy and not the pandemic
has created unthinkable hardship. There is terrible persecution going on in Pakistan.
People cannot move freely about. Their homes have been destroyed; their churches
burned down. There is no food or shelter. The villages are really struggling. The
situation has taken its toll not just in lives but also in the ability to have any basic
necessities, not that the basic necessities were plentiful before the pandemic or the
latest persecutions.

There is a purge going on...a concerted effort to eliminate all Christians and destroy
their churches and schools. Yet with all | have described the faith of the people is
powerful. The first greeting | receive is, “Praise the Lord.” What do they ask for? They
ask for help in teaching the children about God and the Bible. They ask for prayer aid
and rosaries. They all ask for prayers. They do ask for other types of support, but their
focus is their relationship with God who they believe will provide.

We have been able to give some help. We have assisted numerous churches in
establishing Bible Study. This all began through the steps we took during this pandemic
to reach out and bring the Mass and other devotions beyond our physical church walls.
This teaches us an important lesson. Peter’s story reminds us that Christ’s friendship
does change us. There is no way we can remain the same after being in His company.

The rough-edged Peter changed and so can we. God loves us in spite of our faults and
failures. The message is clear. God’s love is never out of season—even for those who



believe themselves to be too broken to be mended. God comes to us as if we are the
people He wants us to be and might become.

“But who do you say that | am?” Who is Jesus to us? Those are the critical questions
for all of us. Saint Teresa of Calcutta gives us some direction to consider. She says, “I
see Jesus in every human being. | say to myself, ‘This is hungry Jesus, | must feed him.
This is sick Jesus. | must care for him. Each one of them is Jesus in disguise.”” She ties
this all together by saying, “The highest form of worship is to find the least among you
and treat them like Jesus.”

Jesus is the clearest picture of God that we have seen. He is also a picture of you and
me...the persons we were meant to be, and by the grace of God, will someday become.
Day-to-day life brings us crises. But crisis is a two-edged sword. It can lead us down a
path of depression and anxiety, or it can take us down the path of opportunity - an
opportunity to recognize Jesus for who He really is...a God of love, mercy, and
compassion



