Good Friday 2023

Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother’s sister, Mary, the wife
of Cleophas, and Mary of Magdala. Can you imagine Mary's anguish, pain, and sorrow
as she saw her Son hanging there on the cross? She knew that He was conceived by
an act of the Holy Spirit — She knew that He was the only begotten Son of God — She
knew that His purpose for coming into the world was to die for the sins of all mankind.
But all of this knowledge could not ease her pain or comfort her grief. Even though she
could not prevent the soldiers from nailing her Son to the cross, and even though the
brutality of the guards caused her to fear for her own life, she still wanted to be near the
cross. She needed to be near the cross. John, the Beloved Disciple, was also there.
Only one out of twelve disciples, the same disciples (except one) who just last night

pledged to die with Jesus...only one showed up at His crucifixion.

Judas had just committed suicide, so we know why he wasn't there. We can suppose
Simon Peter was holed up in some Jerusalem alleyway crying his eyes out over
denying that he ever knew Jesus. Sacred Scripture doesn’t tell us where the others
were. All we know is that at the crucifixion, John was the only disciple standing at the
foot of the cross. Oh, there were other people at the cross, but their reasons were far
from noble and honorable. There were the Roman soldiers. They were near the cross,
but they had no particular affection for it, nor did they have any esteem for the man
hanging on it. They were near the cross merely because it was a part of their job, just
another day at work taking criminals off the street. These soldiers even touched the
cross — They touched it when they placed it upon the shoulder of Jesus at Pilate's
judgment hall — They touched it while they were nailing Christ’s hands and feet to it, and
we know they had to touch it when they picked it up and dropped it into the hole to raise
it above the crowds. Someone at the cross was there by mere circumstance, and that
was Simon of Cyrene. He also touched the cross, but only because he was pressed into
service to do so. He just happened to be passing by when the Roman soldiers spotted
him and forced him to carry the cross for a suffering Christ...They ordered him to do it,

not out of compassion but out of the need for expedience. Jesus was so weak from the
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scourging, so weak from not having any nourishment since the night before, that they
were afraid He would die before reaching Golgotha. Also, being aware of the
sacredness of the Jewish traditions, they had to perform their duty before the Sabbath

began at sunset.

The scriptures tell us that some people near the cross were up to no good. There were
some instigators near the cross. They looked up and saw Jesus hanging on the cross
and decided that the crucifixion was an opportunity to pile on more insults to add to
Christ's suffering. They called out, "You saved others; why don't you save yourself."
Once they started, others chimed in. “So, He is the King of Israel! Let Him come down
from the cross now, and we will believe in Him.” Others added, “He trusted in God; let

God deliver Him now if He wants Him.”

There were still others at the cross. There were some spectators. They were near the
cross for no reason but to get the scoop and see what was happening. They didn't have
anything against Jesus but weren't willing to do anything for Him, either. They were just
near the cross to see what was going on. They neither hated nor loved Jesus. They

were impartial. They were just there for the show.

So, many people were near the cross. As | said, Mary, the blessed Mother of Jesus,
was there; Her sister was there; Mary, the wife of Cleophas and Mary Magdalene. John
was there, and Simon of Cyrene was there. The Roman soldiers were there; the
instigators, the agitators, and the spectators were there. All of these people had one
thing in common...they were near the cross. But for each of them, the cross had a

different meaning.

We, too, are drawn to the cross. We are drawn to the cross because it reminds us that
we are sinners needing a Savior. It reminds us of the times we have stumbled, not
followed the teachings of Jesus...not heeded the Commandments of God. It reminds us
of the times we put material things of the world before the spiritual disciplines that shape

and strengthen our souls. It reminds us of the times we have ignored the needs of the
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unfortunate for our own self-interests with the promise of helping at a more convenient

time.

Just as some people do not believe in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the
Eucharist, others do not place much value on the cross. For some, it is a piece of
jewelry; for others, it may just be a reminder of an event in Jewish history. For some, it
is a sign of death and destruction because we are looking at a man's twisted and pained
body nailed to a cross. To the atheist, it's merely an ancient relic from the past. But to
the Christian, the cross takes on a powerful meaning. To the Christian, the cross is the
symbol of salvation and redemption. To the Christian, the cross symbolizes hope in an
otherwise hopeless world. To the Christian, the cross symbolizes God's life-giving

fountain. It is the gateway to glory... the promise of Eternal Life.

The cross strips us of our self-righteousness, and our self-focus. As Isaiah tells us, it
exposes us as “sheep who wandered away, sheep who have gone astray, each of us
turning to our own way.” The cross reminds us that we belong to Christ...that He has
redeemed us with His precious blood. It exposes us as sinners, but then it turns right
around and reminds us that we are saved by grace. St. John presents the cross as the
Throne from which Jesus rules. It is the pulpit from which He preaches, and His
message is clear. For every crucifixion—There’s going to be a resurrection! For every
day of discouragement, there will be a ray of hope! For every bitter defeat—There’s
going to be a sweet victory! For every dark night of the soul, there will be a golden
daybreak! For every unbearable nightmare, there will be a sweet dream come true!
For every dismal Friday evening there's going to be a bright Sunday morning! St.
John reveals to us the Throne of the cross where there is no place of greater work; no
place of greater sacrifice; no place of greater mercy; and no place of greater love. At the
foot of the cross, we find rest for the weary...strength for the weak, acceptance for the
outcast, assurance for the anxious, and comfort for the lonely. As we meditate on the
guestion, “Who is this Jesus?” we need only turn to the Word of God to discover that He
is our forgiveness when we are at fault. He’s our comforter when we are in crisis. He's

our joy in sorrow. He’s our strength when we are weak. He’s our stability when we
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stumble and our Faith when we fear. He is our light whenever we walk through the
darkness. Today, we stand at the cross; we stand at the cross where Jesus put our
needs ahead of His own, where He considered us more valuable than Himself. We
stand at the foot of the cross, at the feet of the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of

the world, and are happy to be called to the supper of the Lamb.
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